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& The Epifift” a1
world, and-amongft men of the
- wworld, but.fuch that profefle to
Chrilt, and I¥ope are in Chrift.
- Thefe latter ow§ themfelves, and
+" whatisthelrsas *men and flefhly,
£, too'muchsapd what Js Chrifts and
fpirituall not enough s The con-
tcntion in the church of Corinth
- partly arofe from mens overmuch
affering fingularity, one was of
Panl, another of 4ppollo, another of
Cephas, anothet of Chrift, It may
be fome hoafted of their circum-
cifion, fome of their Bapti{me,
{fome of both Baptilme and cir-
cumcifion,fome it may be gloried
that they had medled neither with
Bapti{me norcircumeiflony if not. |
fo, yet itismore then conjeftus
rall that fome boafted that they? «
were hearers of fuch .a one;, and; °
affuch a ancg Congregation: and, l

»

frony this. qutltde-workg highly.
ﬁ‘.tq“}“& their choice and way,
{lighting . and.; abafing . others,
L T causd



~ Dedicatory,

caus'd fivife. The Apoftle blames
for thiscontention,and fhews that
the way of Chriftis totakefrom
men, as men, all glorying. Icis
unbefeeming the eye to hate the
foot, becaufe thefoot feesnot, 'tis
enough that it isof thebody ¢ {0
fhould not Chriftians that have
more excellent gifts,” villifiethem
that have not attained to theis
perfection, or trouble to fee others
differing in judgement in {fome
low thingsfrom them 5 forin the
body of Chrift unity may ftand
with diverfity : there may be di~
verfity in re{pect of formsand yet
unity in {pirit; for men may en-
joy God in different formes, God
may dwell in them that regarda
day, and in them that regard it
not ; God may communicate him-
fcIf tothem, and fo makethem a-
like Wwithin glorious; by enjoy-
ing his glorious prefence. Formes
aretobe reverenc'd (knowing of
| A 4 fome



- The Epiftie’
fome there isufe) asthey wherein.
Chrifttans may walkeand be ufe-.
{ull one toanother;  yetmeer be-:
ing in forms makes not Saints, no¥:
doth uniformity in formes breed
tiue unity, Trueunity of members:
is. from thofe members . union
with the head. And as fouls are
in unity with the heads fo will
they grow Into a unity one with a-
nother, *T'is the new and fpiritu-
all birth whereby fouls are one
with Chrift, and like Chrift that
makes them at on with Chrifti-
-ans,and true Chriftians look upon
all that profefle to Chriftnot asin
formes, but as poflefling Chrift s
~aand as they find Chrift living in
them do they ¢fteemethem, and
account them precious, knowing
.that a precious Chrilt makes pre-
.cious Chriftians, and that.they
will keep their excellency Jet the
-times and plades be never. fo bad
. bheyz‘!recafE 0. Right Worfhip-',
“ Ty ow " ) ﬁ:l”:;:




- Dedicatory.

- full, you are ybung, and yet fome

bad dayes you have {een, people
of all Ages, Sexes, qualities very

© bad, fomeillfavour in every place

by reafon of corruption have you
to your annoyance met withall;
And Gud knowes what more you
may, - whileft here in the body:.

i You know what hath kept you

o _xi%ht inthefecrofie-walkings 5and'
al

o what hath preferv’d youand
enabled you tokeep your {wect-
pes, hathnota Chrift guided you
hath not a Chrift communicated

himfelfe to, you? 1 have high

/

* -

thoughts of your Noble{elf, and
J am perfwaded never a whit a-
bove you, but that you arcashigh

~ as I'take you to be, and that is
;

in Chrift 5 whom you have found
allinallunto you, and onwhom
you rely to carry }ro'u through
what remaines of {ufferings as
your part and portion, that at
laft you may fit down with Chrift

n



The Epiftle, &vc.
in his Throne even as he is fet
down with his Father, in his Fa-

thers Throne: and asyouarefuch

as he isin thisworld, {oyoumay
be like him in the world to come,
participating with your {weet Sa-
viour, and blefled redeemer in

hts gl(an'y to your perfet happines.

Youhave an infidelikeChrift now,
a {oul glorious ; you fhall havean
outfide like him al(o, body glo~
rious, body and foul glorious,
all glorious, ‘Towards the enjoy-
ing of which fo farreas my day-
ly prayers may help,. you fhail be
fure of them, praying to God on

your behalfe, And upon this ac- -

count I tender myfelfe.

Tour Worfhips devoted
Servant., to ferve you,
iethat Imay,
- Jo SYMMOND S,
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1 John 4. 17.
As he is, fo ave we in this world.

g Hat which makes Chrifts

D (R %)

S —\ appearance delighefull &

aﬁ E’ ]\ giving f{oul-content to
Wl PR Chriftians is love, & that
\-2 _\_" which makes che appear. Smotoy
PO ance of Chriltians  de- 5,00, 4.
lightful and pleafant to Chriftislove. ,,,,
Like is very much won and pleas’d Simele
with its like, a loving Chrift with lo- gaude: jis
ving Chriftiang, and loving Chriftians mi/
with a loving Chrift: A merciful Chrift - (’]"1' 2.4
with merciful Chriftians, and merciful 1 Jo N 4,' 0
Chiiftians with a merciful Chrift: A :
holy Chrift with holy Chriftians, and

holy Chriftians with 4 holy Chrift. Cant. 1.2
Chrifts love to Saints is better then

wine, {o is the Saints love to Chrift Cant4.10
much better then wine; The favour:

of the good ointments of Chrift cauleth

the Virgins to love him, and the fmell Cant. 1. 3

* of the ointments and garments of thofe

Virgins, being holy Saints, and Chrifts
- B Sponfes

-

s B



(2)
Hof14.5, Spoule , is like the {mell of Lebanon,
6,7 where pleafant and odoriferous trees,
herbs and fpices grew in abundance;
Cant. 4. No{pices (not the beft nor fweetelt of

10 all Created things) yielded fo pleafant

a favour to Chrift as the graces, and
attings of thofe graces, of his Sifter and

Spoufe did.
Chriltians, you {ve your blefled ftate,
Gal- 2. 20 you are like Chrift. and lov’d of him,
RomX:5 j¢ may be you are neicher like men of
the world, nor lov’d of them, you may
To. 13. 19 be never the worfe for this, nay, it may -
be the more bappier, for differing fo
much from them, and being hated or
{lighted of them. "Qur conformity to
the world Chrift never commends, but
ot OO the contrary ( in Scriptare ) often
Fom, 2.2 difcommends and bids us beware of it 5
Wt 20. 1is conformity to himfelf thac Chrift
24,26 -invites unto and expedts, and as Chrift
2Coré. would have it fo, Satnts defire it may
" 'be fo; They care not who difapproves
i Covdis of them and theirs, (o Chrift approves, .
Humaum -Who blames them, fo Chrift commends
diemvo- them, who flights them, {o Chrift ho-
¢t hume= nours them 5 They (it may be) cannot
) ’;,{“f'"‘ﬂjﬂ' fay when they fee rich-men, that they
@ are like them, rich as they arerich
or



-

T s
-

* and Spirit in them,can fay God is holy,
‘Chriftis holy, the Spiritholy, andwe ', -

(3)

or ifthey fee men advanced to worldly
houours, that they enjoy fuch honours

and dignitics,or if they fee people beau-

titull or gorgeoully apparel’d, they
cannot (it may be ) fay they have fo

faire aface orrich cloaths, &c. Saints

think they are rich enough, honoura-

ble enough, that they are very faire and
gallant, if like Jefus Chrift. In refpelt

of many worldly injoyments that the

fons of men poflefled, ’cis probable the

fons of Zign could not fay they were

like them, yet this was their comfort,

that they had the witneflc of the {pirit, Rom. 8.
that they could fay they were like God, 16
they were holy fouls,like the holy Gody
union with God brought forth likenes
to God; a blefled God dwelling in ~ 7, ¢
them makes them blefled fouls; Exe peysoha-
ceeding blefled and cver happy are they, ritas of,

that from in-dwellings of Father Son quid preti-
oftus ? Er

qm' tanet

as Saints delight to be holy, and {0, in Deo
to be like Facher, Son and Spirit : The maner ,

Apoftle fpeaks largely in his own and guid freu-,

[} . - - 2
Saints commendation in uttering a few ’;’“ : I.HE’

words, faying, As heis, foarewe inthis ;" g

sucnnding Hec glovia chyiftianorum magna effs
E2 wrld :

x John 4.



(4)

world : He had fpoken much of God,
1Joh 4. @nd of theSon of God, and of Gods
" '16-dwelling in Saints, and of Saints being
1Joh 4.7 born ot God, and knowing God, and
having laboured with his Divine and
Heavenly Rhetorick,he endeavoured to
give God the honour due unto him,
and he would not let {lip an opportuni-
ty of magnifying the grace of Godin
Saints, and how much they were dig-
niticd by enjoying God, and as to extol
their greatnefle and goodneffe in the
world, fo to chear up themfelves,
that had reccived fuch kindnefs of God,
and shat they might with boldnefle
ftand up pleading their own dignity
1Pe1.4,14 and bleflednefs,againtt all the reproach-
es, difgraces and (corns of the world,
he holds out God, and then himfelf and
Saints: A4s be is, {6 are we in this world.
~ We (hall look vpon the Text as it .
hath relation mainly to God,as making
. out himfelf tousin Jefus Chrift, and
Loguthiy 2 . -
bic de con- 10 Saints through grace enjoying God
formitate, Within, and by that enjoyment firiving
in puritate ¢o be Iike God in holinefle, righteonf~
@ o= nefle, mercy, love, patience, longfuffera ;
on1e U ing, goodnefle, gentlenefle, &c. And 5

',-&ﬁctﬁ?f; although ’tis impoffible for Chriftians !

2Cor 5¢21 - Luk 6, 36, to

1 Joh 3.1
1]ol.s.x2



(5) o

to be fuch as God for purity and perfe- ﬁ::; i
&ion, yet through the Spirits help may i cum
they imitate God, and for the manner Deo in
of living holily, ftrive to be conforma- #nitatione
ble to the Lord, So that as God dy conaiity
is a God of love, Churiltians are f,frj,’,’fjif
Chriftians of love: that love thatis in ¢ perfe-
a Chriftian to God, itis but a fon, it is &one po-
but a fruit of the love that is in God to [ -

a Chriftian, *tis but che {pringing forth Rom. 82
of fomewhat of God himfelf plinted 7
within in the foul,’tis but a fteeam run- gectefr.
ning back to that Sea from whence it

came, returning God his due; like for

like; love for love; a Saint knows
love deferves love ; Gods love is love 3 1 Jo-4.19
In this way of love he ats freely,and {0 1 Pet. 5.2
is like God, it is as ordinary for a
Chriftian to love, astolive; for what
miaintains his being as a Saint, produ-

ceth love to the ornament of his being.

As it rejoyceth in baving the life of a Gal. 2. 20
Saint,fo it is pleafed in doing the work A&4. 20
ofa Saint, laying out it felf in what is PRl 408
pleafing totheLord 3 God cannot but
a& what is good,and what tends to his
own glory ; take a Saint as having God
living in it, and from thac living of yjoh.s. .
God in it afting, itdoth whatisgood, 18,19,
| B 3 and

Joh. 7. 18



(6)
1 Cor,xe. and alfo tends to che glory of God; 1¢
58 knows “tis not loft labour to be doing
for God, and that it 1s not in vaine.
Thercisinfinite good in God,and there
is fome good in a Saint ; Infinitneffe in
God enables God for infinite worke,
God is able to do like himfclf, beyond
what afoul can think or conceive; A
foul thit enjoyes fomewhat thae this
all-good-God gives out in his love
... through Chrift,is in his a&ings accord-
ke '* ing to what he receives, and as that re-
omnia  cciving [prings and fprouts out;A fpark
gratiz di- of fire will do what a (pack can do, and
vinatri- a drop of water what a drop may:indeed
buit- it cannotdo fo much as che Sea, orE-
lement of firecan do ; *Tis a Chriftians
joy that of Chrifts heavenly fulnefle ic
Joh.3.34 Yeceives fome grace, Chrift hath what
he bath without meafure, a Chriftian
in meafure; a Chriltian js glad that it
1Cor. 13. finds Chrilt faying, A5 i the heavenly
48 [uch are they that are heavenly, , and that
by the fpirits work ’tis fafhjoned to be
like Chrilt now *is in theworld, and
., [o chang’d into the fame Image from
" % glory to glory. And thongh it live in a
wicked world amongflt witked men,
yet itis not like them, but it is like l;lim
that

2 Co
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that is heavenly , it is not conformable

to thofe it lives withall withoutin the

body, but ro him that lives within, in.

his foul; Dearly beloved, what are

you? what canyou now lay for your

felves? can you fay you are like Ghrif?

have you a lifeTike Chrift? haveyoua
converfation like Chrift ¢ are you
cloath’d like Chrift ? have you put ¢n Col. 3. 12
(asthe Ele& of God (holy and belo~

ved) bowels of mercies,kindneflc,hum-

blenefle of mind,meeknefle, long fuffcr-

ing, forbearing one another, and [or-

giving one another, if any man havea

quarrel againft any, evenas Chritfor- ¢hriffis
gave you, {o alfo do yee: The altions non ran-.
of Chritt fhould be infiru&ions of ‘47" nebis
chriftians , yet confider rightly of g*, r‘fi;i‘;’,’;’_
Chrifts aftions, fome were miraculous, o e
as fafting forty daies, railing the dead, plun.
&c. thefeare nottobe immitated, be- f}zirfqulo-
caufe they cannot, yet thefe may help f(f}“fff;."”"’
to firengthen our faith,and confirmeus ,;I;:;r ke
concerning the truth of che DoCrine of ngftram de
Chrift. Some are peculiar aftions be- veritate

longing to his ()f:ﬁ(;eD as to redeem, or do!h‘nm
ipfins con-

* firmabunt, Pecubiares aftiones, que funt ipfius officii propridy

b ut expiatorie peccari noftri fuerunt i ita falutis fiduciam in

. nobis alent ¢ confirmabunt.

B 4 make



(8)
make interceflion, &c. thefe alfo are
ssralee  Proper to Chriftonely. Some aremo-.
affiones, Tally thefe laft are onely imitable 5 you
guibus le- may take all thus, fome altions there
f:t:’:}‘ie‘gi are of Chrift which he did as God,fome
be noftiam @ Mediator, fome as man. The laft are
vitam ¢y binding to usto follow: every aGtion
mores ad  of Chrifts is for our inftru&tion fome
diledtio-  way or other, and carefull ought we to
;’,‘-’ m Det he o makeufe of it as we thould, that
. o noneof Chriftsdoings do not paffe
bunt. by us un-obferv’d and taken notice of,
omnis  but that we rightly ponder them, that
chriffi  what is tobe admired and wondred at,
actionoffra we may admire and wonder, what in-
.f?ﬁ”’ﬂ'"'. vites to praife, let them have it, and
oy fed di- bt 3o o oy
verfimo-  WhAtis to beimitated, let them be (et
de, or.  before us, and ftrive to imitate, and
though we cannot aék to perfeltion, yet
Jet us alk with affeltion, and though we
cannot do as we (hould, yet let us de-
fire to do it,and®hough'the bodies pace
be flow, yet may your fouls be nimble 5
Paul thoagh he'could not take hold on,
yet did he reach out to thofe things
that were before; And be fure co fend
Tove to Chrift, and let that tell him
that all of foul and body is following
after, And that whatfocver your doings
# u ' are,



(9)

are, yetyour defires are right, for they
are to pleafe him, and glad would you
be to be comprehended in that {aying
of the Apoftles As he s, fo are we in this
world : Blame none for defiring this, to
be like Chrift ; He that is like Chrift,
is very excellent, and the more this
likenefle is perfefted, the nearer is the
(oul to glory. "Tis an excellent difco-
very of a vertuous foul, to fee it conti-
nue good, let the times, places, and
people be never fobad : and fo doubt-
lefle it manifefls a heavenly excellency
within, when afoul thac lives in this
wicked & ungodly world,appearsin life
and converfation heavenly, & fhines out
in adark world though not with fo
clear a light,as Chrilt,yet ishis light &
fhining out like Chrift; A handlome
imitation from fome, isas pleafing as
great altion from others 5 Lord! thou
art not ftri®t to mark whacis donea-
miffe, look not on our a&ings which
arc imperfe&, but Lord confider what
our defires are, how we defire to con=
form to thee, and help Lord with thy
fpirit; Asthou artaloving God,let us
be loving chriftians, as thouart a glo-
rious Husband , let us be a glorious
. Spoufe,
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Spoufe, as thou are a {onl-pittying-Sa-
viour, let us be foul-obedient Saints s
As thou art afountaine, aSea, let us
be ftrecams, at leaft drops, and though -
we are not of fuch worth as thou O
Chrift, yet letus be true coine, and as
pounds and pence may have one ftamp,
and the leaft though not otfogreata
valae as the beft, yet of fome value;
Mark us fweet Jefus for thine, though
the mark be never fo fmall,thac fo what
the Pharifees meflengers anfwered thee
concerning rhe Image and [uper(cripi-
on upon the Tributeemoney, faying,
it is Cefars, {0 Lord ler thelmage and
ftamp upon our fouls be Chrifts, ‘That
{o our life, our love, our a&tions may
be fuch as Chrifts, Chrift and us may
have one way, one will, one atfetion,
one mind, our bent and purpofes the
fame with Jelus Chrift : Now the work
gocs on, now is the mirth, now thri-
ving, when all agree in one, when all
the Souldiers do like the Captaine, all
the {crvanes like the mafter, all the fol-
Jowers like the leader, all the members
as the head dire&s, and that there are
no divifions ; commands anfwere with
obedience, cxamples futable to the pat-

tern,
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tern, learners like the teacher, Saints

like the Saviour, As be iry fo are we,

&,
Obf: True Saints are fuch that are Doct.

very like Jefus Chrift,

. Thereis fome (peciall fingular thing

¢ in Saints that is not in men of the

' world, therz is a {ingular vertue in a
Jewell that is not in another flone,
which makes it cfteemed, there is ape-
- culiar choice excelling in Saints that
makes them fo extold, there is {ome-
what in them that others have not

- feen, nor known, which is manifeft to
them by the fpirit, they arebegotten of
God, and {fo come to be like Chrift as
children of one father are like one ano-
ther: A holy Chrift the Son of God,
and holy Saints children of God, all of
ones for which caufe Chrift is nota-
fhamied to call Saints brethren, and
‘from this brotherhood it is that Chrilt
and chriftians are good friends, that
“there is {o much-union, peace and ath- ¥
‘nity, that they can {peak together, con-

fer together, dwell togethes, feed to-
\gether, lodge together, and live toge-
:ther, the God of Chrilt, the God of

Saints, the Father of Chrift, the FatheF
of

1Cor.2.1c

Heb, 2001

"
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(12)
of Saints, ’tis the words of Chrift, the
{oul-delighting words of the Elder bro-

ther to the Younger, fent by Maryasa .

meflage of comfore to the Difciples, Go
tomy brethren, and [ay unto them, I afcend
unto my Father and your Father, and 1o my
God and your Gsd. Here’s a cordial, the
Difciples were troubled at their Mafters.

being crucified, and *is likely were ve- -

ry much grieved, Chrilt forgets them
not, but fends them news of his R efur~

reftion and of his Afeending into glo-

ry,and that they fhould afcend likewife,

for his Father would not entertain him

alone, but themalfo; The inheritance
of glory belongs to Saints as well as
Chrift, all Gods children fhall partake
in chis kingdom, The fpirit it [elf beareth
witnefle with our (pivit, that we are the chil-
dren of God, Andif children then heirs,
heirs of God, and joynt-heirs with
Chrift- Chrift hadbled freely for them,
and his meffageis (weet to them, wil-
ling his fhould know what glory is
provided for them, and therefore tels.
them they thould be like him, their vile
bodies made like bis alovions body, and fit with'
him in his Throne, thofe that are like him'
in grace, fhall be like him in glory, tllaey
hat

i
b
]
/

/
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chat are partakers with him in bearing
the crofle, fhall be partakers with him
in wearing the crown. Chuift is fa(hi-
oning his daily for himfelf, and whea
he hath brought his work to that per-.
fe&ion here, thatthey comeunto the
meafure of the ftature of che fulneffe of
Chrift and to perfe&t man, he will re- Eph.g. 12
~move them to glory; for the churchis
heavens nurfery, and as Chrift fees fic
* he draws out thofe precious plants that
are like himfelf, and fets them with
- him(elf; Small pieces of gold are look’d
to and kept fafe 5 if like Chrilt yonare
well enough fouls, ’tis no matter who
you are unlike; if fathioned like Chrift,
it matters not how different you are
from all others, you are as you {hould
beiflike Chrift,

The choice work of Chriftis about Reqf;
fouls, and here (as his skill is required
{fo ) hee fhews it, in bringing forth{o
beautifull a piece and rare that was

* formerly deiormed and vile, in making
_abrac of Satans a Sainc, that which
, was like hell, tobelike heaven.; that
{ which was moft ugly, tobe like him-~
{ felf chat is the holy of holies.

i\ Saints arc very like Chrift, becaufe
| ~ what-



Ut ignis,
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(14)

whatfoever is found in a Saint as a
Saint,ic is really one with Chrift,fome
thing flowing out from Chrift; In
Saints thereis plenitude vafis the fullnes
of a veflell; but in Chrift is plenitudo
fontissa fountain-fullnefle, The School-
men fay that Chrift is as the fire,
Chriftians as things lighted at that fire;
the fullne(s of the fire is fuch thae light
a thoufand torches ac i¢, ic is not dimi-
nifhed. Fire is not diminifhed by what
is lighted ac it,bat by the abatement or
diminution of the fuel, now Gracein
Chrilt cannor. be diminifhed, ’tis not
fubjelt to any decays'tis as he himfelf is,
the fame to day and for ever, Churift
could not be perfedt if {ubjedt to changes
I conceive without offence I may fay,
thac as athing lighted at a fircis like
thefice thac ligheed it,{o Saints receiv-
ing grace fromChriftare likeChriltfrom
whom they receive that grace; as chil-
dren are like their Parents, {o Saints
like this everlafting Father, who is
their father,

Chrift lives with them, in them, and
in this he delights,.and allis of likc=
nefle. Likeis pleafed with like, fo is
Chrift, Saints are like him, and here-

T joyceth
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" joyceth to be with them. Affe&ions

e e

R

meeting with a right objett drawe all
after; It the affe@ions be won the whole
man is obtain’d {o tis with Chriftswhere
his love is pitched all his excellences
will faften. It Chrift meet with onein
whom his foul takes pleafure, thac
foul cannot doe amiffe. How kind are
men - where pleafed, and whatpleafech
but fomewhat is futable? Somewhat in

. David that lik’d Fenathan, cauld him

to clofe with thac (oul- friend(hip, and
to continue to the hazarding of his
own life, Davids friend. Men laove to
live where they like, and with whom,
{o doth Chrift, & that is in Saints; they
‘are the perfons he likes, and in them
ave the places he defires tomake his
places of refidence, Let aman find a
place that hee likes,its of force enough
to bring him to live there. You need
no other argument to draw him thi-
ther 3 the mind is of force {utlicient to

- make him effet what he effe&s, let the

.place be in the way to heaven orhel;
:The mind hath agreat band inthe fal-
svation or damnation of nien; God
-make our mindes fpivitnal that {o we

® may love what is fpiritual, 4 gracions

: Chrift

L

x Sam.18.

Rom.8 ¢
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Clirift loves gracious foules; here i3

nothing more like him, nor nothing

mare delightfull to him ; his heartis
ravifhed with them, exceedingly taken
with them,{o that nothing {atisfies him
but being in them, and by being in

o them, appears the unity; and by the

7 unicy theamity, and by the amity is
manifefted likenefle. Pau! agreed with
Saints he being made like them ; won-
der not then at Chrifts friendlines
with Saines; cis but the {ociety of the
Bride-groomwith the bride,of the head
withthe members ofarian withhim{elf.
As Chrifts love hath its pecfef work on
beleeving foules, fo hethat is the per~
fet worker hath hisdwelling there :
happy hofle that hath fuch a gaeft,blef-
fed {poule that hath fuch aHusbaud ble(~
ed foul that hath fucha friend, happy
body that hath fuch a head. The Lord
Yalhion us [ike Chrif, and we doubc
ot of enioying him,

Reaf. The thing begotten is like thac
which begat, now Saintsas Saints are
begotten of Chrift, and having Chrift

1Perr.23 for their father they are children like

%"{ﬁl;e ‘:" him, time for time, as chefirft Adam

e 45 begat a fon in his own likeneffe, ti;q_

i e, . the
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the fecond: Nature makes us like the' Rom's.16

firft Adem, grace like chefecond,theres
a Certaine likenesbetwixt the birth of
natute, and the birth of grace. Much
of the birth of Saints as Children of

. Chrift, may be held out( as in an em-

blem ) by the naturall birth God (hew-
ed much mercy to let theebee a man
fuch an excellent Creature, That God

. that hath fet thee {o high, thatmade Phl 8 ¢

theeto have dominion over the theep
& oxen, the beafts of the field, the fonl

. of the aire and the fith of the Sea,mighe

have made thee the loweft,the contem~
ptibleft of all thefe, this is not all che
mercy yet, heares more, in that thou
haft thy lot irt heaven amongftSaints i
‘the good land, where the goipell fhines* -
and wherein God in mercy dwels. Itis -

a poor bufineffe for all thistobragof
thefe things, unlefle thou artborn-a~
againof the fpirit,for it is the new birth

* that makes thee inheritoyr of the glo=’

low with Saints, asC children meanly

rious things of Chrift.Once born is not’
encugh, Fudas had chacbut not the fe~
cond, the execellent name of Chriftians’
of right is by the fecond birth. Thou.
maief(t by thy firft birch be a play-fel-

de~
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defcended may be with the children of
Nobles, yet not Noble nor fhare iu the
inheritance or titles of honour: The

Math, as. five foolifh Virgins wege companions

| awhile with the wile, but at length

feparated, fo may carnall men, men

once borne with Saints, men twice

borne; buc God wil find them out when

he feparates the precious from the vile,

Avhen te makes up his jewels: and ga~ .

thers the wheat into his barne, then it

Quid b will little advantage a fou] that it hath

prodeft vo- had a good name when ’cis found widly

cari g40d o bad fonl, that it hath eat and deanke

et with the Saints, when it fhall enjoy no

‘ inheritance with them, bt be fhuc out

Mac. 22 ipgo onter darknefle. Ie: may be thou

i) i Waieft Jeave fomewhae behinde theey

%:Ircﬂ 5}};1 thag Carnallmen may cemmend thee

semovia, £OF, what comfort is this i you fhould

fiubies, bein the lakethat burnech wich fireand:

torqm.‘ir,_ brimﬂonc, ina Wﬂrd;-,_th,ﬂ firft birth let

¢t ubi 7 3¢ be never fo.perfet (ets us but in a

T};,“" " miferable world; higher it cannot ad-

Cor. xs. vance. Neither King nor Noble happy

21:22. by natures bireh ; tis thefecond birth
. gives perfe&ion.

_ By this fouls are very holy, what

‘Gongeptions are in f(oulesby Chrift,

they
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they “are very like Clirift himfelf, holy;

- fpirituall, heavenly. The feed of man

may corrapt ; but not the feed of God,

Spiriths
Jefus, fpi

Yitus boe

s, fpiria

where he cafts his grace there willbey, ;= 4 0
2

growth and fruit futable ; wheat brings firin,

forth wheat; and barly brings forth refus, fpi-

- barly ; every feed a body like it felf; fo
. doth Chrift. There are no more holy,
_heavenly, fpirituall children then they

that have the Father of Heaven theirs,

An «verlafting father begets everlafting

children a holy fathei holy children,
Saints. 2. By this they are blefied,
they thae are begotten of bleffed Chrifl;

~ are blefle foules,a happy man may bave
children, and yet they may not be hap~

py; a good inan may have bad children,
but tis not fo with Chrilty all Chrifts
children are Good, all his offfpring
according to the {piric happy. If he be-
get Paul, hethall have occalion enough
to magnifie his birth: laying afide the

"firft birth, he boftsnot of that: itisthe

{econd rejoyeth his Heart: al bleffed pri-
viledi;esrame by the {econd,the firftcom.
pared with the fecond are but as dung

. and droffe. 3. By this they are preci-
‘ous,a piecious Chrift begerting caufech

precious fonles begotten, The Kings
C 2 daughteg,

Yitus duls

ci" @‘c.'
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pr, 4213 daughter is glorious,all glorious,every
limbe glorious, .- within and wichout
gloripus, as of Chrilt withoue (pot or
_ wrinckle, or any thing like it,holy,
Col 1. 22 ynblamable, and unreproveable ; the
Quatenus - . .
confiderq- DEITE pure; upright; fandified throngh-
rir in ourythe bands cleane, thelife fauiclefle,
Chriffs,  without defilgment, walking in all
;;”fii‘:c’:‘ _ gods waies blamelefs. N
Lgoft fed Thele expreflions as they have relati-
infinito on.to, Chriftians , are to be underfood
decoro ex- Of the. righteon{nes of Chriftians, as
ornata,  they are confidered under the Covenant;
e of grace and of the Gofpel , not of legal
perfeltion bug of an Evangelical inno-
cencie and uprightnefle , not as they are.
in themfclves, butagin Chrift the pre.
cious. i :
Chriftis full of Love, peace,goodnes;
fo are Saints his children , children en-
dewed with love, peace , goodne(s. Wa-
ter taken out of a fountain , rellitheth
like chat in the fountain , frait is fut-
able to the tree ? "Tis {fo with Saints,
they are ftreames of a good fountain,
they are fruic of a precious tree; Fruie -
of life, growing on the tree of life , li- -
ving ftrcames begun, and nourifhedbya
living fountain,” A loving Chrift b;:ingg
3 R - forth

Eph.s. 27
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- forth Joving children,Chrift the Prince

of peace , {orts and daughters of peace;
Chrift thac is all good coneeives to his
goodnefs: EF .

. 6. They that are born of Chuift affect

"~ what is good, what is.heavenly. The

birth of Creatures is maintain’d with
fuch food as he thac begat itis, A mans
birth with mans food, drought will
ftarve ic. Earchly things nourifbeth not
a heavenly birth , the world is a ftep-
mother that will farveic, they arethe
brefts of Chrifts Confolations (‘thatas
itdefires ) muft nourith i0 5 *Tis bread
of life , and water of life, and food of
life that it muft have ; Wifdoms food &
feafts, feed and banquet wifdomes chil-
dren. Every Motfel,Saints eat that nou-~
ritheth them , muft have fomewhat of
- Chriftyhe is living food for liviug fouls.
Tam (faich Chrilt ) that bread of life:
He that eateth my flefbsand dvinketh my blonud,
dwelleth inme , and Fin him 5 He that cat=
eth and drinkech hjm (hall live for e-
ver. Souls,confider what food you feedt
on ; Creatures nature appears much-in
‘the nourithing: they defire, and cat; A
beatis pleafed’, if it'may have ibedfts
food s ‘A manif mans food, (o hear.

o G 3 The

foln 6
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Thefiek Adams children are contented
with the-woxlds fopd,give them world-
1y things they are pleafed , if the world
will give them plenty from her Cup-
board , they look not afterany other;
But the fecond Adams children are not
thus pleafed , they-muft have fomewhat
from heaven , they will bleffe God for
dpaves , bue they will not be qaiet with
them ; if they have not fomewhat elfe,
they have (ouls al{o to care for, thefe
mult be fatished, or all is not well uith
them 5 Hungry fouls are reklels, Ct xuft
{ball not'bg unfought unco till they are
fild. 1 need nog bid you examine-your
{elves, what.diet pleafeth you, youare
pleafed as you ave 5 If wogldly , with
worldly things ; if heayenly, with hca-
venly things. Icould tell what preach-
ing would pleafe you all ,but I forbears
Yam fure , no preaching pleafech Saints
but the preaching of Chrift, God in
mercy give all you that have been born
but once,one hirth more,a fecond birth;
then will you long for the food that
nawifheth vou to everlafting life.

Trye Saints are very like Chrift, for
LChriftis known by them , the virtues,
Braces 5 fweetneds , wholefomnc(s , f'c

s - thae

-
2
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| that is in Saints , and which they hold

out in their converfation , {ets out in
fome fore Chrift, A gracious man hach
much of Chrift; whaufocver truly names
him gracious, & Chrif. Books bear
their names from what is in them; And
houfes and lands (ufually) from thofe
that poffeffe chem. We may gnefic whae
the fountain is by tafting of the ftream,
what the book is by the ticle. If fuch
and fo much of the delicatenels of
Chrift be in earthen veflels, what: is
in glory it felf? if poor man be of fo

. much worth that hach but one fmal

drop of this Ocean in him , what is the
Sea it felfworth? A man may conceive
a Rocke of Pearle ¢o be of a great value,
when a {mal duft is fo much worch.
Truae Saints though they have but lictle
of Chrift, jyet may it lead you to chis,
thac if Chrift in a creature be fo emi-
pénr, and his graces make them lovely,
doubtlefs , he asin himfelf is exceediig
eminent and lovely. Saints at moft are
but as it were the piGture,or image, now
if the Image be admired , much more
the perfon that is reprefented. An Ini-
age may be like the fubftance, {b a Saint
kike Chrift. Chrilc is known other

G4 wajcs
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waies, yet in fome meafire this way , by
Saints.

Chriftians, you defire now to know
who are traly godly , ’tis an age of de=
ceit 5 all is not gold that glifters , there
are fal{e wares, falfe men, and there are
falfe chrifcians,there are fome that have
aname, they live butare dead, there
aremany deceivers in the world, the
world isfull of foul-cheats, hardly any
place free. The time-is fully come,

Matth.24. Chrilt prophefied of , there fhall arife
24.25.26. falfe Chrifts , and falfe Prophets , and

fhall fhew great figns and wonders : in
fo much that . if it were poffible ) they
{ball deceive the very Ele&. Behold , I
have told you before. Wherefore if they
{hall {ay unto you , Behald, he is in the de-
ferty gonot forth : Bebold 5 he is in the fecret
chambers, belicve it not 5 Such Impoftours
are deceitfull , and -fhall deceive many,
beware you. They fhall ule the name of
Chrift, as their colour or pretence, and,
~fuch are likely Cunlefle there be great
heed taken ) to deceive § Sea-men are
{poiled by-Pyrats’, that hangout their

Prov.7.14 awn colours , thac harlot was winning

thac pretended honefty 5 Souls, know,
Gods Merchants are verding as .;é?od_.
& ; : er-
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Merchandize now as ever the world had
held ;out, and the devils as bad, he
will keep market where God doth , he
hath his cheats to vend, where God
hathhistruthe,  Itistoo hard a labour
or me to find all the deceits that are a-
broad , what lies in the hearc of one
man is -not known 3 the bottom can- Iacm. vy,
not be fearch’d , evtry heart hath its de- L
ceits , and they are many , the world is
full , the devil hath many large (hops
and many wares. I fhall give you the
‘Evangelifts counfel : Look to your felves, 2 Eooh.
were you going to a fair,and one fhould
fay to you, look to your purfes , there
are many cut-purfes and cheats, how
cautious would you be ; Take heed of
your fouls Chriftians, ’tis for them Sa-
tan goes about, he hath whathe aimes
at if he gets them, and he never hach his

aime till lie hath cthem 5 Butit is men,
not things, that 'bave in hand , you fay
you cannot tell who to truft, and [ fay

fotoo. Chrift can difcover all, the
Iord haften this work, he can find out
the man without the wedding Garment Matrhs22.
though the Guefts perceive him pot, he 1L
can fhew you which are the foolilh Vir-
ginsywhich the wile, though chey lic to-

_ gether
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gether for a whiles undifcerned. *T's
nfual 'wich men to think God fuch as

themfelves 5 no wonder then thac they -
take them for Saints that arc like them-.

”

felves. Too too many go hand inhand

to deftru@tion. Your Carnal worldly
men they take none to be godly buc
themfelves,and {uch as they are that are
good Husbands, and' corretpond with
the world , doing (as they fay ) noman
wrong, payingevery man hisown, no
Saines to them but thefe : {o people thac
are got into fuch a form ofworthip ,
they look upon none in Zion ; buc chey
that do astheydo , all othersarein Ba-
bylon. Many will not pray nor performe
any duty of Religion with thofe thac
are not of their opinion; Oh firange !
If this be not to have thegrace of our
Lord Jelus Chrik wich re(pet of per-
(ons, what is? Could the Apoftle eftcem
highly of thofe that were gracious, and
fhal not we,whether they were by nati-
on, fews orGentiles,whether eircumcifed,
or not circumcifed : ifholy Souls pray,
youmay difcern where Chrift dwels,
(they are true foules) love fuch , Chrift
is holy, they thac have him are holy,

Chrift is trath, they have truth tha
have
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have him , Chrift is mercifoll, {o are
they that are Chrifts ; Truft not to my
words, you may be deceiv’d, and {o may
15 yet 1 thall give you fome hint of
Saints that are {o like Chrifl.

t. Thereare fome that arc very ufeful
fouls, thefe are like Chrift; you know
how ufeful Chritt is.

1. The prayers of Chrift are ufefull,(o
are the prayers of Saints: Chrift was
much in prayer for the Churches grood, pp. 24,
foareSaints. Jerofalem is preferred a- 6.
bove their chiefejoy,Nehemiah, Danie!l,
Ezekiell, David, were praying foules,
they were alwaies mindfull of the
church, and fo were others that were
gratious, Saints are very like Chrift
in this, he prayed for his very enemies,
{o do they ; he prayed forthe Lords
ftrength to ftrengthen his church, fo do
they; he prayed his church might be
kept from the evil of the world, Saints
have this among their petitions.
3.The company of Cheift is ufeful How
ufefull was Chrilt when in che flefh to
many diftrefled fouls ? what place came
he uuto chat he did not do.fome good
in ? how blefled are they thathave his
prefence now, to cheere them, heale
b ' them,

Toh. 17.
LT
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them, helpe them according to their
feverall needs; are not Saintsthas to
their power 2 do they not exercife the
gift given chem for others good 2°Tisa
blefled condition, ( 1 aflure you a Saint
that knows belt how to judge thinks it
o) to livein fuch places where it may
have the company of thofe that are

traly godly. =
3. Coariftis {o ufeful that heholds ount
all he hach ro Saines,what he poflefleth
in grace ox glory 'tis prefented co {ouls,
all is ready to do themgood. - Heres
liberality, ’tis fo with thofe that are
Chrifts, they think nothing too dear to
be fpent for their brethrens good , a
a8.3.32, free Chrift,and free Saints,ready to fell
34, and part withall, to help the neceflitics
of fellow- members. The hand will not
keepe money in it when the foot or o-
ther parts need it; the foot will not fic
ftill when the body requires ’its help.
There is a naturall helping amongft
members, {0 amongft Saints: Thereare
few like Chrift in this, indeed few chat
are like him all ; They are more like
the devill then Chrift, they put-out all
they have to do mifchiefe, body, Eftate,
all goes it they thinke they may dif-
. pleafure
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pleafure Saints; let them buy hell, they
may have time enough to complain of
theirbargain; They that are fo unlike
Chrift and Saints here, {hall have fu~
table company, but it (hall be neither
Chyrift nor any of his holy ones, The
Lord grant you grace that in this you
- may imitate Chrift and be like himy, in
ufing what you have {o for him & his,
that you may give up an account of
your ftewardfhip with joy and not
with griefe, ‘ '-
2. Some are very pittiful fouls,they
are pittifull from a Principle of grace,
thefeare like Chuilt. If they feea poor
creature in an ignorant fotei(h frate,
how do they bemoan him, take all op-
portunities poflible to bring him to the
knowledge of the truth?A merciful man 4/,
{trives tobe Neighbour to him that 18.cordia eff
in need, and who more then the igno- vicina mi-
rant ? Panl was very pittiful affeCted fs"”‘f-
this way,{o are they that are likeChrilt, c'iz’fl‘z‘ de
compaflionate to their bodily needs ;3 =
they firive to be merciful as their hea-
venly father is merciful. They are ¢x-
cellent  for fhewing pitty that, are
Chrifts.
2. They commiferate the wilful, and
ftrive
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{trive to bring them to obedience, they
have learned Chrifts language, crying
out,why wil you die O obftinate fouls?
why will you crofle Chrift and at

length bring an eterpall carfe upon. -

Pt 35 your felves? they have fuch Yearning

14

102, 8¢.23,

2 Cor, 12.

15

ﬁ&o 7-5?-

Summa
mgndf in=
gratitudn,

bowellsafter thett, chat it many times
drawes teares from them, They may be'
ill deal: withal, and have many a mock
and. jeere and fuffering for chicir good
will, yet this beates them not off, it
makes them not defift, but hold oue,
with Chrift feeking their Good that
cannot endure them ; You may fee how
Chrift was, ferved yet what he did; §
ftreeched out my hands all the day, to
arebellious peoplc: a people that pro-
voketh me co anger concinually to my
very face:' Tis fo with many Saints, do
not many preach the word to fuch that
are deadly adverfaries to them, thata~
bufeth them to the very face, nay,in the
very time they are perfwading them, &
the more a Saints (pirit in pitty is for
their good, the more are their {piritsin
rage againft Saints to their hurc.

3. They have yearnings of foule aftet
fuch that deviate from truth that goe
aitray in the wildernes of fin, ftriving

to reclaime them, and to bring them
inte



(31)
into the way of the Lord, to walke ro-
wards holynes, Paul was employ’d in
{uch a buflines asthis at Athens amonf(t a
people that were wandering after an
unknowne God, that went they knew
sot whither,that wor(hipped they knew
not what, As a man lookes after a wan-
dering beaft to bring ic home, fodoth
Chrift a wandering foul; and this is
parc of the employment of (uch that
can fay, As ke isy foarewe inthis world.
Chrift is highly difpleafed with fuch
thac thould looke after {cattered founles,
and are negligent, they walke contrary
to him; but fuch pleafe him t hatare
painfull in prefesrving thofe are his,that
" undertake any employment for the re-
covery of foulesfrom error to tuth,
from out of the Devils comimon to
Chrifts fold. They are dearefriends to
* Chrift, that to their utmoft are helpful
~ to the purchafed pofieffion of Chrift:you
that are good fervants to Chrift, you
- f{hall find him a good Mafcer co you :
- belike him in a&ion, and he will make
you like himfelfe in the reward, he
that works in his vineyard {hall have
faire wages. Blefled are you that now
ferve not your felvesbut che Lord Jefus
Chrift; chis bufines will make Chrift
honour

A&.17.23

Luke15.4.

Ezech.24.
6,7,8,9:
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Dan.12.3,

Jam, .20,
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honour yous; your ftriving to reclainre
fuch that wander from the commande-
ments of the Lord : They that be wife
fhall fhine as thebrighnefle of the fir-
mament : and they that turne many to
righteoufnefle, as the ftarres for ever
and evers God will honour them thag
(trive to fave others, How like Chrift
are they that {trive to convert a finner
from the error of his way, and to fave.a
foul from ceath?Is not fuch work Chrifts
worke? donot they follow himthac
works thus 2 When Chrift worksin us
for making us like him, we will worke
abroad to bring foules uato hinr.
3. They loath finne,they that are like,
Chrift, they deteft and abominate whae
Chrift detefts. Sinisadevil ("and who
can abid him unlefle wretches chat are
like him.) Sin will eatup a foul ; can
any unleflc a.mad-man love that which
will:utterly undoehim? Sinnebrings
plagues vpon a mans felfe and all he
hath, entertain not agueft thav.hath
fuch ill atrendants, thou canft not em-
brace fin bat thou maft wound Chrift :
wile thou (hew {o much hard-heartednes
as to wound him that hath fuffered fo
much already,yca fuch fufferings,as ne-
ver any fuffered befides him, befides you
R CARROE
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finne againft Chrift but you muft hurt Pro.8.3¢:
your felves, yea your beft part, your
touls,but to caft {uch weeds afide and to
fpeak of men and praltifes fiting che
place and time,and that is Saines & their
behaviour in this particular towards
fin, they abhorre {in upon the fame rea-
fons and grounds that Jefus Chrift ab-
horres it,’tis indeed Chrift inthem thag
malkes them diflike ic if cheir diflike be
fuch as it fhould be,there are foules thaz
may have {fome dillike of fin, yet they
may not with a Saints fpirit loath it.
1. Some there are that ftand aloofe
4 from fin when it allures, becanfe thould
- they yeeld, it may caufe fome difgrace
. tothem,it may make fome caft them off’
4. that now they have favour withall, and
\ whofe favour it may be is more bencfi-
. cial for prefent then their fin canbe,they
1t are follicited unto. Thefe deferve no
. thankes from God, for love to God
, makes them not diflike fin, ’cisthe up~
| holding of fome reputation and credit
among(t men thac for prefent reftrains
* them. They fay not,] have receiv’d mer-
cy from Chrilt, how can Ifin againft
him thac hath been fo good to me ? bisc
1 have argalon of mineown, faith the
T I tarnal
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c¢arnal fonle, and ctherefore I way doe
this or that, not but cthat h2 loves the
fin, but ic ftands not with his end for
prefent to meddle with it. |

" 2. Some are kept off from fin as the

dog from the bone with the cadgel,the

‘feare of the Law deters them, faine

they would be doing but then they

feare fuffering, they thinke it mighe be
‘beneficiall to freale, but they like not
‘hanging, the money might help them

Mat. 14.8.
Luk. 22.2.

Al 3.26.

but the halter would hure them 5 Chrify
is not behokding to thefe nor to any
fuch, for love to him prevailes not wich
them;thefe are kepe fromevil asHersd at
firft from killing Fohn for feare of the
people, & as the Chicf Priefts & Scribes
from killing Jefus, ortheCaptain and
Ofhicers from offering violence to the
Apoftles. That many are not more vile
wee may thanke their feare of the
Law, not their love nor likeneffe to
Chrilt,

3. Some are kept from fome fins for

‘fear of hell 5 Hell is not feen, and therc-

‘fore not much feard,men think ftrang-

Iy of hell, take heed you never know
it, this place of Torments is notmuch
confidered of now,or if it be,men think

they
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they are far enough from it and may efs
cape. If love to Chrift keepe not froni
» linyfear of hell will hot; “tis the Mercies
‘of Chrift that Paul prefents as abait to
allure to holineffe, and drawe men off
from the wotld; mercies are very invi- Rom.12.%
. . . sy omSignifre
B tive, efpecially the mercies of Chrilt | 0
that are fuch fweet & precious mercies, tignem
mercies that bad never any like them,the miferecor
world had never firch another in ic for die  Dei
mercy as Chrift., Mercies drawe Saints g‘.’be”",""f
a o is effe fii.
to abhorre evill, and as God (hall call 10’ 4
you to be Saints, you will do likewife, vitam
Sin is offence to Chrift and gdodneffe Deo pla-
is pleafing to him.SaintsC are acquaint- ™
ed with him and ) know it and ftrive ic éﬁ;;'ﬁ R
{hould be fo to them , Chrift and infide
Chriftians, have but one objet of their
love & but one of their hatred, viz: good
and all good, ahd thatthey effet coge-~
1 . .
' ther;evill and all evill and that they re-
y jcta like,you may conceive of fuch to
‘be Saints that go fo right with Chrift.
. 4. Saints indeed, ({oules like Chrift
they are fuch that aime at the glory of
God ) in all their undertakings ; it was
Chrittsmeatand drinketo do the will
of his father, {o ’tid theirs that are
Chrifts, if men will be pleal’d fecing
D2 them

L
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them in Gods bulinefle they rejoyce
bue if they will not, they nevertheleile
continue doing; There wasa Gallant
courage in Chrift to glorify his Father,
{0 is there in Saints, they will honour
£&.3. 10, God if they dic in the aftion, they if
oppos’d durft bide heir oppofers judge
whether it be better toobey God or
man, he alts right thac bids hisenee
my be judge of his doings : if any fpy
faults, enemies will. Saints are Ebr
pleafing God, thats their aime, they are
compa% for {uch whofe journey is
heavenfvard ; Chrift is gone before,
they follow atter,He goes fafteft to hea-
ven thar goes on moft fpeedily in Gods
worke, that, as it tends to Gods glory,
{oto the aftors glery. A fonl will {foone
be gloritied it felfe, that glorifies God;
they that are for God, {hall be with
God 5 heavenly work is recompens’d
with geod wayes; Chrift did his worl,
is entred into his joy, doe yours and
enter alfo, like doers fhall have like
ay.

pg Chrift is for fellowfhip and com-
munion with his people, ( where two
Hiabs ’E; or three are gathered cogether in his
" name, there he is, iy the midf qfthcn?
0
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fo Saints the friends of Chrift defive
tellowthip with thofe that are Chrifts ;
chrillians, this Leffon hath not been
well learn’d of late, ourward appear-
ances like our felves, (tisfeard) have
drawne us many times more then
Chrift in Spiric dwelling in fouls.
Thac parc of Arethmeticke divifion
hath beene in ufe coo much,at Teaft Nu=
meration too little, we fhould be more
like Chrilt were we more for fociety,
I meane with Saints. Davids Spiric was
gratious and was much affeCted wiih
fuch company, if like Chrift fociable,
but ’tis with Saints.
6. Chrilt delights to {ec men holy,
embracing trach, in this Saints are
like Chrilt, Saint fobn rejoyced great-
1y that he found the children of the E- Epift.oh.
le Lady walking in trath, fothisex- 24
ercife was pleafling to Paul. We give ColL: 3,4
thanks to God, and che Father of our
Lord Jefus Chrift, praying alwayes for
you, {inc: we heard of your faith in
Chrift fefus,& of the love which ye have
to all the Saines. Asherejoyced to {ee
this among(t the Colofians, for it plea-
fed him to fee others followers of the
Lord, and embracing that truch which yThefr.¢
D 3 the



1 Thef. 1.
14
2 Thef, 1.
3

£zechi33

(38)

the churches of God embraced, to the’
exceeding growth of faith, and the a-
bounding of charity each towards o-
thers 5 They that were holy amongft
the Fews, rejoyced at the Gentiles con-
verflon.  And at thisday there is no
greater joy to Saints then to hear of o-
thers turning to the trath,and living
holily. That which makes carnal men
difpleald, which is newneffe of life,
pleafeth thofe that have receivéd of the
fame life.

5. Jefus Chrift hates fin in every one,
yet no mans perfon, he pitties their
perfons, IWhy will you die O boufe of Ifrael?
Heloath’d Ferufalems {in, yet he wept o=
ver the city as pittying the people, for~
rowing through forefeeing of the mife-
ry that was coming towards them?,
and did afterwards befal them 5 They
that are like Chrift are thus qualified,
they hate {in in all men, yet hatenot
the perfons of any, no, not of their
deadly enemics, but with Stephen they
can delire eternal life, for thofe, that
will not let them enjoy a temporal lite,
a crown for their enemies , that hale
them to the crofle; There’s much of
¢he image of Chirift in thofe that to the

' ut-
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utmoft do good to the men, whofe fins
they hate 3 And though they feck the
death of their {in, yet defire life, the life
of Chrift for their {ouls. Chrift fhewed
man moft mercy, when he fhewed finne
none; hekilld {in, and quickn’d man;
A man may be merciful to his neigh-
bour, yet firive to be a {laughter-man to
his fin: They muft needs be like Chrift,
that from a gratious pitty are helpful
to others, and omit no meanes to do
them any kindneffe, furthering the fal-
vation of their fouls, and good of their
bodies, helping them in any thing, or
way but what is finful 5 *Tis the calling
of Saints to do good, yea to all, you
have none of a more free fpiric then
they, they go up and down on this im-
ployment, ’tis the errand that Chrift
fends them on; Like Matter, like Ser-
vants, all good, and their aftions like
themfelves: The mafter cannot erre ,
the fervantsmay , but they fhall be fec
right again; Thefe are no cheats thac
do good to all, as much as poflible they
may , harm none, no not enemies ;
render to none eyill for evil, but con-

trariwife blefling.
8 Saints are very much ljke Chrit
D 4 in
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in that they are couragious fouls, cou-
ragious in what is good, not bad, fome
men have too much courage inan evil
way, but to what is good they haveno
heart. *Tisnot o with the children of
God, they die rather then yield to any
bafeneffe, (hall fuch aoneas I flie? a

Neh.6.11. gallant fpeech of anoble foul, of one

Pl 71.3,

Salvum’
me facias
ab inimis
£15 meis.

that belicved God had given command-
mient ¢o fave him, 3 Daniel would not
omit his ducy, though he knew the Li-
onsden was to be his punilbment, God
fhould have his honour what{oever he
fuffered 5 The three children feared not
the wrath of the King, nor the fiery
Furnace; God fhould not be diftho-
noured by them, they would die rather.
‘Tyrants may kill Saines but notcon-
quer then. Chrift was {laine but not
overcome, fo it may be with thofe are
Chrifts; That’s good mettal will en<
dure the fircs agood Ship that holds
found and firm in all florms; good
cloth that {hrinks not in wetting ; wel-
grounded colours that fade not 5 brave
fouls that nothing can daunt, difcou-
rage, or turn from the truth ; oncof
thefe is better then a théufand, that
have great words, but when hacdfhip

- conues
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comeg to be undergone prove Iow and -
weake ; he’s a friend that owns a man
in need, and ina ftrait; he’sa Saint
that from inward grace is madefo cou-
ragious thac nothing (hall feparate him
as from the love of Chrilt, {o from the 2'Tin 1.9
worke of Chrilt. The Metrall of a foul-
dicr is tried in the Battel, the {piric
of a Chriftian in times of oppofition.

9. Chrift is all for drawing fouls to
himfelfs if he be lifted vp from the
cacth he will draw men to him, he Joh12.32
is not a fcatterer, but a gatherer,I mean
of fouls, His bufineffe is to feeke and to
fave, to find and preferve, he woes,
and willing he is to marry foules, that
they mighc be his for ever, chriftians
in this are fpirited like Chritty they en-
deavour to drivea trade forChrilts gain,
they are for their maflers profic, they
love Chrift, & find extcecding benefit by
him, and shey think others (honld love
him al{o. Pretious Chrif: is pretious to
them, and faine would they have him
{o to others. They have an enlarg’d
bearr, and an open mouth crying to
fouls, oh! love theLord all ye people,
turne in hither fouis, coms, buy wine,
and milke wichour noney, and with-
oug
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out price, wehave found Excellent enw:
tertainment from  Chrift, come s he
will {hew you kindneffe 5 good foules
will not conceale thebountifull mercy
of the Lord, if they negle& to publifh
his goodnels,they wil {ay as the Lepers,
we do not well to hold our  peace 5 in-
deed they cannot but make mention of
the name ot theLord.Chriftians are noc-
tongue-tiedinfettinz our Chritts worth,
they may be in fpeaking of themfelves;
found and Gratious. Soulsare fparing
in fpeaking things tending to their own
praife, but when occafion is offered to
fet out any thing for the honour of
their Savionr, they wantno words at
lealt no will, to inlarge themfelves on
fuch a theame. You people that would
not be deceiv’d in owning thofe that
areright, that are afraid of a Devil ap-
pearing as an Angel of light, that faine
would have achriftian indeed your ac=
quaintance, fuch fouls are very likely to
fic yon,that arc indufirious in enlarging
C brifts dominions,and arejoyful when
foules come in apace to Chrilt, for true
Saints would have all men favd and
come to the knowledge of the truth.
Cliritians, whatfoever I have faidhqf
tnis
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chis ufe. I mult yer with you to bes
wares Pickpockets will ¢ amongft ho-
neft men, cheaters amongft juft dealers,
and i¥ the fons of men prefent them-
felves hefore God Satan is ready to be
amopgl them. Secondly There may T,
be an ufe of information given out ; the
Do&rine will affor’d it,and indeed the
times confider’d, it may be {ealonable
and it manifefteth the ground and rife
of perfecution againit Saints; where-
fo¢ver there are godly foules be fure
there is fome ftir 5 chere is fome firc
a Kindling. He thatdepartsfrom ini-
quity makes himfelt apray, heos the
but atwhich all the fhooting is, all the
hooting is athim. We hear of Pauls
perfecuting, but not of being perfecu-
tedall the time he walked according to
the courfe of the world : but Chrifi be-
ing reveald in him, wrath is revealed
againft him, hee being for Chrift s
enemics of Chrift {et againlt him in A& 20
everyplace : The more like Chrittany 23
is, and the more they own bim and
follow him, the more is the trouble
that rifeth againft them : the fea-waves
give the greaictt dafh againft vshat op

- " poleth
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pofeth then. The wind roareth mof}

amongft thofe trees Lhat tis ftifly oppof=
ed, all wicked people rage againit {uch

that any may hinder them in their
wickednefle, I dare  challenge people
in any city Country or village, that
if they will fpeak truch, that they thag
are moft Godiy amongft them, are fub-
jeit to moft flanders, reproaches, and
wrongs. I know wicked men have pre-
tences for what they do againft Saints:
So had the Fewsagainft Chrift- They
tell Pilate ,if he were not a malefatour,
they would not have delivered him up
unto him;"Chriff might have faid to them
asThemiftocles to the Athenians,are ye wea=
ry of receiving {0 many benefits by one
man? Pau!had many grevious faults laid
to his charge,as curning the world upfide
downe, fetting all out of order,his enc-
mics {pake as if all had been well had ic
not been forhim andfuch ashe were:
ThisPaul was apeftilent fellow, a mo~
ver of {edition all the world over, high
crimes to be accul’d of, and why was
this ?becau(c Godly, thac was the ‘main
thing that troubled Satans {laves . Ste-
pren is accuf’d for blafphemy & what was
his blafphiemy? pare is he {hould fpeak a-
| | againk
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gainft the holy place and the law, and ;
That Fefus of Nazareth [ball deftroy this place
and change the cuftomes which Mofes delivera
ed #s5. Falle witnefles, and men fuborn-
ed Iaid this in againft him 5 Knowing
that it would mightily incenfe the
people to hear of lofing their cufto-
mes. Thefe carnall cuftomes zre fo decr
to carnall men thar they are allina
rage if they hearcany thing of lofing
them. Let Gofpel go and Gofpeli- own-
ers perifh, they carenot, if chey may
keep their cuftomes. It wasa cuftome
to have this and that; I count it not
worth the naming what many contend
about and perfecute the Saints for, 1
could experimentally fpeak in this par-
ticalar buc 1 forbear 5 Doubtlefle the
{pirit of men isin every age {pit out a=
gainft cruth, & they that now perfecats
Saints would perfecute Chrilt as really
asever the fewsdid, were his appear-
ance now in flefh as then. Suppofe Chrift
would not obferve Chriftmas as the
Popifh generation cals it, fuppofe he
wounld nct read over a Dead corps;
(uppofe he would not give the Lords.
Supper to any but holy and godly fouls
fhusting uc the goverous , ignorant,

T fiyearer
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{wearer, drunkard, reviler, untlean
perfon &c, What would the woyld fay
of him? I {peake low to your capacity,
1 might fpeake highet to men in higher
place, & fully clear it,why good men are
{o perfecuted; But hear Chrift himfelf, 7
| bave given them thy wordsthe wsrld hath bated
Johe 37+ them,  becanfe they ave not of the world, as I
‘o am not of the world. Sce the cleavingto
the word. what it mects wichal, it was
not having the ward in their houfes or
hand made them hated,but in heart and
life,and walking contrary to the courfe
of the world, tor in body they were in
the world, but in converfation they
were aver{e to the world:in a word chey
through grace reccived did endeavour
~  to glorifie the God ot all grace, this
was fault enough, forall that wil live
godly muft futfer tribulation. Chrift
was perfecuted (o fhal they be thataré
_ Chrilts, thornes and briers artin the
i‘;“{";’f’&_ way to heaven, and they will feratch,
i moe. Benotdifimaid ,Chriliis gone thorow
18- 8. © and he will help you, you were beteer
bone Jefu, goe to heaven in a torn skin then
gic wrey  ¢o hellin a whole; Every skarthata
v e pep. Chiriltian wears for Chrifls (uke, is hea-
casin' fu~ VENS Dadpe, benot alhamed of them, if
AU you
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you be found in Chrifts livery,youn wilt
be received into bliffe. Thinke of this Erigar
you fouls of honour, if you fuffer with fefe fidelis
-Chrilt you fhall reign in glery with ""”"“@'bf
him ; ponder of the glory when you ﬂg;;g:,rf,'
are under the croflc , it may quicken pypg,
-your almoft tird fpirits; I wilh you
.may hold out in the {uffering, and then
1 queltion not your glory; That you
faint notnor be weary, the Lord grane
that your hearts trame may be chang’d
from what it is by nature, and rurn’d
into a Chritts frame what it thould be
by grace, your corrupt mind, into a
pure mind;paflion,turn’d into patience,
pride, into mecknefle, loftine(le, into
lowlineffe, weaknefle , into frength,
fearfulnefle, into courage; that fo yon
may undauntedly undergo fufferings.
Souls, I wifh you well, howfoever you
deal with me, I pray foryou, and hope
I fhall 5 thac God would count you
worthy to fuffer for his fake, which you
fhall certainly undergo in fome mea-
fure i¥ Godly. The Devils birders are
abroad, ’tis the beft birds they aime at, uis nori
his nets are laid, he cares nat for catch« Damonss
ing dogs, ’tis heart, ’tis a precious difh 4t !
inhell; yet be of good cheer fouls, if

you
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yonare truly good, Satan fhall have
none of you, you are referv’d for the
malters ufe, he hath nced of you and
will have you. Chriftians, the world is
full of Blackmores, I mean black fouls,
if any white fonl, vz, agracious Saint
appear, he's wonder’dat. Let the wick.
Dews mo- ©d wonder and hate, Chrift obferves
derator  and loves all that are his,and will pre~
certamsium ferve every haire, be of good comfort
gﬁ‘cf’fﬁf keep this pretious {ottl- promife in your
oy hearts Suffering Saines,Chrift brought,
Ma, 5,11, it forth for yous blefled are ye when

712, men (hall revile you,and perfecute you,
and fhall fay all manner of evil again(t
you falfly for my fake 5 (faich Chrift)
rejoyce and bee exceeding glad 5 for
great is your reward in heaven : for (0
perfecuted they the Prophets, which
were before you. So chrifiians ehat (uf-
fer, you arenot the firily there are fope
fuffervess before, follow on there is a
crown in readines for you, and I would
it were on your heads. Ihope it will
be, and then will you appeare more
cleerly like Chrifi, for a crowned
Chriit and crowned Saints grevery like
each other.

Ce 3. 1 flall fouls, putyouso imow,diu
[
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defiring you to confider who you are Chriftia-
like, many go for Chrifts people chat " "omen
are never a whit like him, neither fa- ﬂ;:fg;
fhioned like him within nor without 3 1y, gui
neither in fpeech, nor fhape like him ; Chriftum
nor yet in word nor converfation, In. minie
deed they are more like Satan, and were #"91r
it not for thename of chriftians, you
would not know them fcarcely from
Devils, I am fure not from heathen,

Their language fpeaks them not of the
Yand of Canaan nor of Chriits flock, but
rather Goates and aliens from, if not
‘encmics to Chrift. Earchly they are and
not heavenly, he thatis of the earthis
earthly and fpeaketh of thecarth, As jop3. 43
‘duckiings have alwaies their bils
in the mud, {wine their nofes in the
mire, every thing tends to what likes
him, {o carnal men. Travaile upon
the way and you fhall find how familiar
people of like difpofitions are, gratious
men for gracious company and di(-
courfe, worldly and carnal men abhor
{uch company and commiunication, but
ifthry meet with fuch as are carnal; ~
then they are [pleas’d- Homogeneal
things eafily clofe, water will run with
water in the (ame channel ; dogs will

L play
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play with dogs, & wolves with wolves;
try men by their company ; you may
find afhecp amonglt wolves, ’tis rars,
unlefle they prey, to devour; Sonls
will not judge you, yon have ajudge
within you, bring the quuftion you
would have decided before him, ifyou
will hear he will fpeak to the bufinetle,
the fentence fhall be impartial, it is
confcience properly to fay the truth be
it for a man or againft tiim ; Ask con-
fcience,how like Chrift? ask confCience,
whether fuch as yoube are Sainis ? ask
conftience, whether heavens glory have
{uch as you? ask confcience whether
you are skil’d in Scripture;and whether
you walk according to the word ? whe-
ther you be company for Chrift?
do not mifunderBand confcience, nei-
ther hearken to fomething elfe that is
not confcience. Well dear friends, I
mult haften; I will put but one Inter~
rogatory to youyand end this Uit ; here
arc many people in this parifh, fome
love the truth,” others hate it, {ome are
religious, fome profane, fome zealous,
{ome but moral 5 who of thefe do you
moft affe@? whofe honfes do you
wolt frequen: 2 whofeflofciety is your
delight 2 1 know you can telly 1 will

cofte
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conclude nothing: I know what I
might, whatl couldfay, but I farbear.
Lovers {ce fomewhat in the obje that
delights the affeCion, fomething that
plea%eth them , I can guefle what the
man is if I am{ure what he loves, for Qualis a-
the affe&tion pitcheth upon fomewhat %) ’.“}‘»‘*
{utable; he hath a heavenly heare that ei &
loves. heavenly things, he may be faid Amans ¢y
tobe graticus that loves grace, and he res amate
achriftian that loves Chrift as Chrift/i#s #-
deferves, even with his whole heart 5 /7 - .
what company you now like you will gifisic of.
have enough of hereafter, lec it be good ficreris di-
or bad. Pray God make you like Chrift, vinis.
then will you love him, and hewill
take you to himfclf; If chat be not hap-
pinefle judge you. o
Reproves the moft of the world and 4. Ufe

blames them for their felf-deceiving,
that think chey are very holy yet no
way like unto Jefus Chrift. Blame I
might open profane wretches; God
knowes the world is full of {uch that
livein al riot and excefle and haften to
hell, fo of Civil men that goe {leepily
and without making any noife to de-
ftru&ion : and alfo of men and' women
goncensing themifelves with a forme of

- Ea ' Gode
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Godlinefs, how fadis the condition of

tuch ? how blame-worthy are they:’

that regard not their fonls > They take
up {fo much of Religivn as will gee
them fome countenance from Gods
people, but for God himfelfe they care
not. I mayfay to fuch as the Plalmilt
to hisfooles, dealenot foolifhly. For
what will ic advantage fchto carry
fome efteeme for afhort time among
men, and to their thame, nay confufion
(its feard) be dilcover’d at 1aft? It is no
comfort to aman in thcend, thathe
was religious in (hew only. And as
their end will be comfortlefs that have
onely the fhell of goodneeff; fo theirs
that are open profane, and alfo that are
carelefly fecure. You’l blame a child for
loofinga penny given to it, the very
loofing is blany’d (the manner not con-
fider’d ) what may be faid to fuch that
loofe their fouls? as they may be blam™d
fo pittied, but neither recovers them,
they being once gone; out of hell isno
redemption. Soules confider this; have
you nota place for duft, & another for
Gold?l may {ay,{o hath God. He hath a
hel for filthy finners,8 a heaven for pure
Sainte, Godis upon his worke of fe=
' paration
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paration dayly, you will all find what i
fay true, heis ready to try you, Take
heed in theday of fifiing you bz not
chaff, if yoube, you will be burn’d in
unquenchable fire, Like mnft o liite,
Chrift and the Devil will have whag
belongs to them. Souls I defire your
change (peedily 5 for by natute you are
all like Satan , ‘you muftbe new caft,
have anather forme, if like Ghrift. 1
cannot mend any of you by reproving
( mending is Chrifls work ) yet 11hall
asenabled pray, that they that arenot
chang’d into the Image of Chrift may
be, and where’tis begun it may be pere
felted.

Bueft, You it may be have a mind
to aske me, why (o few are like Chrift,
feeing’tis fuch an excellent ftate, and
alfo honourable &c?

Anl. Tmay fay becaule they have not
receiv'd of the heavenly gift, & arenot
by heavens hand polifhed. Befides, cis @
not the fathior of thz world. To beholy i
is exceedingly out of fathion in thefe
times 5 to be holy is o be fingular, the
Ialt is to be wondred at,it not difdain’d;
it fets all men a wondering to behold Plil38,5,
the affemblies of Saints.Sowe.times be- ’

E 3 fides
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Regester: fides wondring they are enrag'd againft
imer fo them; 1(hal fpare any further difcourfe
confilio  upon fuch that differ fo much from
congregati Ghrift, Tam fure if they never be made
funt contra Jikke Chrift, they will with they had, if
fﬁfﬁaﬁiﬁ they be chang’d into the like Image
eiufy; ci- need not bid them, their own graces
ves pari- Will quicken them to praife the Lord.
ter ad nos The firlt Dotkrine is left to your medi~
expugnan- gacion,l defire you may be as like Chrift
gg;’uﬁff“e' as the Doltrine is like truth ; the nexe
©7"  thing to prefent to your foules is this.
2. Doct. - They that know JefwsChrift may know
| Saints. 1know many queftions might
be propounded about this Do&rin but I

omit them, what may be (aid of two
menthat are muchalike,he chac knows

one may ‘know the other, fo he that

knowes Chrilt may know Saints. I

know no one furer way to try men by

then this, looke well upon Chrift,
confider his graces, and all his endow-

?m'r Dei ments, tafte his fweetnes, fmell his fa-
eltillud your§ wlicre you find that is like,what
ﬁg’”;‘)”" you find in Chrift, conclude theyare
Sethos &o Saints. Men know their goodsby the
wredentes mark. their leafes by the feale, fervants
ubfignat. by their livery,fo may Saints be known
by Chrilt, Study Chrit well and tholu
o 4 wile

el
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wilcfay fuch are Saints,let their appear-
ances bee what they will, let them be
by name Few or Gentile, circumcis’d or
not circumcis’d, if Saints their graces
will difcover what theybe. Chriftians
judge not according to the fitth and
formes, but according to the Spirit, a
gracious foul is lovely toa gracious ipi=
rit, let it be of never {o different judge-
ment in fome low things that are fub-
ject to vanilh.

They are children of one Father, o, r

detiended of one Royal ftock.Know the ™
Eldett child well, you may kuow the
Youngee, confider of Chrifts comlines,
& ;-he_ Saintibeniens may the becter ap=
prar,know the rio' . coulned of Chrift,
and you may know holy Sai.:iv, the
voice of Chrift, and the voice of Sainis.
Gre.el gifes and <loths his children much
alile . whae the eldeft bach the voune
gelt haz thie fame, indeed theolaeft is
Yavuee: and the difference 15 onely in
the meafure not in the manner; Al grace
is in Chrift,and {fome in Saints, There’s
grace in 2, head and members have life,
every part of the body its ornament, {0
whole Chrift, and this in holines.

Their employment is a like, Do you Reaf

nL E 4 know
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2Cor.2.

Vufe.

IS5,

know the bufines of Chrilt? can you fay
this 1s the work of Chrift, and herein
he is excercis’d ? Confider who als like
him, and thenjudge. Compare things
together, the holy and heavenly work
of Chrift,let that be the patcern, efteem
and commend thofe fouls whofe work-
ings are moft like the pattern.Children
are commended that write moft like the
Copy, and f{o is the Limner whofe
draught is moft like the body, whole
pictare agrees beft wich the life. Suffer
a word of cxhortation. Be ye therefore
followers of God, as deare childien,
and walk in love, as Chrift al{o hath
loved us, and hath given himfelf for us,
an offering, and afacrifice te God for
a {weet-imelling favour. Chrift yeel’ds
afweet favour in his love, and in his
obedience ¢ {o do Saints, they are unto
God a {weet {avour.  Study Chrift
foundly, and when you have done, fce
how men agree with Chrift,and accord-
inglylet them have the repute of Saints.
Be not partial in your judging , bug
judge righteous jundgement.

You may now hint whence it is that
Saints are no better known, Iconceive
it is becaale Chrift is not known. Ig-

norance
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norance of Chrift effeCteth anignorance

of Saintss Chrift was kild by tuch that 1 Cor.2.8
knew him not, and fo are Suints. How

many precious Jewels Nave been taken

for droffe, and fo caft out ? how many
gracious {ouls eftecin’'d not worthy to

live? and why? becaule like Chrift,both A& .22.22
Chrift and they taken for evil doers,

for difturbers of theplaces where they

come, yea {ometime for biafphemers:

you {eldom fee any reverence godly fouls

that yield not reverence to the God of Joh.16.2,
fouls; that refpe& Saints that honour 3
not Chrift, Men that are fartheft from
Chrift, are the lap-children of wicked
men, if any have their refpe® they are
fiach that dre like themfelves, ungodly.
Good men,you complain of your tlight=
ings, wrongs, and divers {ufferings in
the world; and complain you may :
your {forrows are ungodly mens muiicks
they never rejoyce more then whien the
Saints tears run down fafteft. This hath
and wiil be the worlds paliime, even
good-mens (ufferings. Chrift nfferings
pleafd the Jews heartily : o dciiy che
{ufferings ot Chrifts people, Jewith na-
tures to this day. Men do they know
iiot what, in wrouging the deareimi—
) els
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els of God, and pluck on themfelves a
moft heavy wrath from the God of
Saints. The works of wicked men now
are fuch as the wicked generations chate
went before, for they killed the Lord
1 Thef, 2. ‘
i, gc(us, and the prophers, and perfecuted
"~ Saints, and all was becaufe they were
blinded of Satan, and the glorious
Spiric of holines thone not into their
fouls to give chem the knowledge of Je-
fus Chrilt. How were it poflible that
men fhould be enemies to Chrift: or to
Saints che friends of Chrift, did they
know what he hath fuffered andun-
dergone for fouls ? how out of lov. and
Amor & pitey he came down from heaven, un-
celo ad . i
verpqm  derwent many a gracious fuffering, and
enntraxity, all to do poor wretched man good? but
ad colum- Nrere isafad fight,al is flighted of n:any.
namligt s j¢ not frrange to hear a groaning
vib TUE Chrilt, and finners mocking? a Chrift
offixit, fe ? :
puichro”  Wounded to the heart, and fouls mad at
taufity ad hicart againfe him? to {ee the everlalt=
inferos at- ing Father dying, and yet the children
Jaate of chae Father abus™d, and chacby (uch
for whom the Father is fuffering? It was
an ungratful alk of foafbto flay the child
of Foboiada thati had holp him to the
Kingdome, but as the fofferer praéecti
0
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Cod a&ted & punifhed the wicked doer.
God is juft, wait his time, and ther (e
what he wil do to Chri(t and chriftian
wrongers. You have need of paticnee

you Chrif¢- like fouls,you are fufferers,.

you will be fo in this world, you are
not known neither is your Saviour,aind
indeed becanfe your glory ishid, isit
that your fufferings are open ; but be of
good chear, God will help yon, he
knows Chrift, and heknowsyou, he
holp Chrift, and will help you. 1 {ball
fay oncly this te fich that fay they
know not who are Saints, what thefe
Saints mean they know not, &c. 1 fear
you know not Chrile, ific be fo tis fad
wich you, and your {tate 1s mifeiable,
and were {able chis day to weep, 1
fhould willingly weep for fuch that
know not the Lord Jefus Chrift.

Let not a torm of worfhip trar o-
vermuch fway with you, and { dhink
all Saints that arcunder fuch a form,
and for all others to thinke thae (hey
are heatnen, to fuppofe thai chey are
without Chrift becaufe without fuch a
form, a form affc&ed by you s Thefe
forms of worfhip, I mean Jdolizing
them, hath made a miferable Qir a-

o mongft

2. Ve
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mungft profeffors. The devil hach ta-
ken great advancage to nourifh firife
and difcord amongft brethren by chem,
and he hath tdafted charity abundant- " |
ly, nay {o much that fome will not ¢
joyn in prayer with any unlefle of their |
form, nor hear the word unlefle from
one of their judgment.Js thisa knowing
of Chrift,& then Saintssor is itaknowe
ing appearances,& Saints by them? The -
Lord reconcile Few and Geatéle. The
foot may be lov’d though it be not an
eye becaufe ’tis of thebody, fo may a
{oul though of a different outward ap-
pearance becaufe it belongs to Jefus
Chrift. In the body chere are {everal
members, yer are all ufeful in their
places,wherin the Lord hath been plea
- {ed to place them: {o it isin the feveral
actainments and Adminifrations the
Saints are under. All may be ufeful, and
he that is in the loweft Attainment (ef-
pecially thac may be of fome fo judgd )
may there enjoy God, and be ufeful to
the body,and though it fee not with the
¢y, yet may it be a foot to help carry
on the body. | could with that we could
more look after Chrift, and where we
find him efteem them Saints, whether
they
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they be circumciled or ancircumncifed,
whether bond or free. 1know not why
any fhould confider them that are in a
low appearance & as ’tis judg’d in mean
attainment, Who knows but Chrift
may be with them? if {o, thats enough;
if Chrift afcend they fhall afcend with
him. Noahs Arkc rofe as the waters did:
{o fhall Saints as Chrift pleateth to
bear them up, and at length all forms
(hall die, and Chrift to hisappear allin
all. For the refurre&tion and appearance
of the Lord is the death of man,and the
death of forms, and the death of flefh :
for all thefe things are but thadows,
and when Chrift cleerly appears they
{hall be abolilhed. The Lord make out
his appearance clearly, thatfo we may
know him, and by knowing him know
thofe that are his, and from a right
knowing, love, and love increafing,
our mutual joy may abound in the

Lord. -
Would you foulesbe taken forSaints?
~do you defire the people of God fhould
have {uch an efteem of you indeed? You
muft be like Chrift, or they durftnot
| own you under chat name, you muft be
\anointed with that anonting heis a-
nointed

i

1
Hi
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Ro.8. g, hointed withal, you muft have the
fame fpirit within and you muft be
f;};ﬂff vita falhioned withour like "Chrift, your
Formss 1 converfation muft be holy and asbe-
Yingg 1li -
reddar,y. cOmeth the Gofpel, Two cannot walk
guiexg-  together «xcept they agreefaich God;
More noffyi NOW whac agreement canbe between
toram f& - Cheift and Beliall? between the wolfe
Pobis con- and the lambiwhat agrecment was there
formavit. pocween Saints and Paul all thae cime *
he perfecuced? could Saiunes take him .
for a Saint thens No, he muft be made 2.
new creature,he mull be changed ,Chrift
muft be revealed in him, Some of you
are angry becaufe you are debar’d from
fomething that is the priviledge of
Saints. Pray know this, Gods fheepe
are known by his mark,(hew your mark,
lee appear that your fpot isthe fpot of
God, and fuch as hepatson his flock.
Every man may not fit in Parliamenc,
is fuch that are cholen, and fent, (o
not every one may fit intheaflembly of
the rightcous, but fuch thatare called,
and chofen,and faichful. _
0%j. You will objedt it may be and fay,
what do I think you are not holy 2do I
not take you for Chriftians > do 1 think
th y owhave notacare to ferve Goél
an

j
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and live holily? do not wee ( you'l fay
keep our church as much asany? do
not we pray and hear?We were former~
ly taken for good people, and there
was no exception, what mult wenow
be fufpected 2 muft our faith benow
call’d in queftion # fcuh things Carnall
people objet.

Anf- Soules from thispleal cannot
fay you are Saints, T know many a
Nominall Chriftian goes to hell, many
go to Church(as they ftile the houfe of
publike worfbip) & are never the more
reformed, they continue wicked and EcckiB:10
are unregenerated it may be for al this. Ro.2. 28
I may ufe Pauls words ; He is not a few
which is one outwordly, neither is
that Circamcifition, which is outward
inthefleth ; Now know this that the Q¥ tan-
meaning is I conceive, He is not a true yum profefe
Few or true Ifraelite, viz. gracious, that flone ex -
can onely plead his naturall birth orterna&
the cuctingff che foreskin of his flefh, ’;:'e";f“”‘
neither is he a true Chriftian, thatis 7,4,
fo by name onely, and borne in azon coram
Chriftiau country, and that hath re- Dei judi-
ceived the outward badge being fprink- ¢ ;‘”jfﬂm‘
led with water, Pau! difcovered how ﬁ,;;}gm
little fuch outward things profited, iy~
Non guieft inoperto Chriflianys is SChriftianus ¢ft nec qui off
# aperty tantin bapriﬂm;,r, i baptifinus ¢t Qoo wheu
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when he renounced all flefhly Cone

phil, 3. 4 fidences Though he could plead as
greac fle(bly priviledges as any, yet he
cournted all as nothing worth in compa-

rifon of Chrift, When he had received

Eph. 5.13 Chrilt, he faw cleerly by that light,
that manifefts all things,that all natu-

ral endowrents and enjoyments with-

out Chrift were of no benefit to the -

foul. Now as Paul, though comparing

them with Chrift counted them dang

and droffe, yet he did not detratt any
Fac'mhil thing from the endowments and enjoy~
detrabunt ments themfelves, No more would |
dignitati - from the name Chriftian, or from pub-
r£ arramen” like meetings or,from baptifm,but wil=
e ing lamto give all their due 5 {o thae
Chrift be not rob’d but ecknowledped

alland inall. I mutt cell yoa fouls ,

they are fooles and unwile that pride
themifelves in any thingthat is not vee

ry Chrilt.  Baptifme is nothing,-
ifafoul hath not Chrift ;®Sermon is
nothing,preaching nothing,if Chrift be

not preached ; the name Chriltian no-
thing,if Chrift be not in the (oul. The

fum of the fum of all is Chrift. "Tis a
common fault ( God weed it out of

mens hearts) for men to vatus in fome
outward
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outward thing, and glad many are if
they can denominate chemfelves of
this or that opinion or jrdgement, or
of this orthat man as a hearer,followey
orof his Congregation, or got into
fome attainement thac bears high a-
mongft profeffours, I (hall onely fay
this, beware you do not deceive your
felvesy, Chrift is all, and all you muft
have Chrift, or you will perifh eter~
nally.I might have added feverall Rea-
fons why Saints are fo wary who
‘they take into their fe Hlowfhip, as that
they will not take in fuch thatbear a
name onely, and in life and converfa~
tion are fenfuall carnall, heathenifh;
devilifh, nor fuch as barely beleeve on-~
ly a Chrift without: that can fpeake of
the letter of feripture and the history
of Chrilt butshave not a Chrit manifeft
ed within, buc I (hal not ftay here much;
for Saints them already ;and for others;
they ( as Swine pearles ) will tread
themundeu their foot 5 theywill fcorn
them as that they favour of over much
firitnefle  and novelty; it may
they will fay of Independencie and A-
Habapti{me, ‘Buta word of them,

§; It is upcomfortable to Saints to
) K — tii_kﬁ
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take them into fellowthip char have
not a, Chrift within. ls it not uncom-
fortable living for aliving man tobe
yok’d to a dead body, and to have dead
men for hisCompany What are men
withour Chrifi byt dead men, fouls
withont life flincking, rotten loathe
fome fouls that have no comlinefle »

2. It is dangergus to Saints tojoyn
in any intimatc-'zcllow[hip with fuch,
by reafon they are infe&ious perfons ;
a body infected with the plagaeis not
more apt to mfect mens bodies, then
{infull vile fouls are fach that nourilh
fellowfhip with them. Men are very ape
to falhion themfelves like thofe with
whom they converfe and live, to imi-
tate. their words and-.a&ions, and to
be confederdte in their doings, and fo
allured or enticed from what is right
and agreeable to the periedt rule of the
word.. ‘ :

3. Itisfcandalous, for iffuchbeta-
ke in;’o fellowthip and church fociety
thac are vile or that have bue 'a form of
Godlinefle, and foadorinot the pro<
feffion of the GofpelLhiow dotliic give
ungodly men oceafion to (pedk eviland
»o open their mouths agaibft: theway
EIP 7 UF
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of the Saints,and to fand out o much

the more fifly by way of oppoffition

againft truth, becaufe of fome bad ones

got-into outward fociety that have not

the inward enjoyment of truth.” Saints

had need beware ( upon this confidera~

tion ) who they take into church-fel-

lowlhip, that fo it be not fuch that by

falling off from holinefle give offence,

buc fuch that are held in by the power

of truth to the credit of trauth, and

truths profeffors with whom they are

in communion. _ _

. Souls you that know Chrift look a-

bout you ; confider of men rightly; take ,
aferious confideration of them; & take sandlam
them for Saints that are like Chrift,{uch witdm
thac are like holy as Chrift is holy, pure <7 fo
a3 Chriftis pare, precious as Chrift is f)'fﬁfl: .
precious,fweet & lovely,comely beauti~ ;e guia'.
tul as Chrift,gentle & lowly as Chrift they mitis fum
that are Chrifts are like Chriff. Theado~ & humilis
pted fonnes of God like the only begot~ crde. Si-
ten fonne of God, the younger brothers 3;'”,‘;{‘; e
like the Elder, Saints like their Savi- py; filius,
our, Chriftis humble, gmrle, loving, vide  qua~
merciful, full of bowels of kindnes and medo cors
goodnes, they that are Saivits indeed */
arg like him , heitischey fri ic Flimille.,

7 e y ferive to imi= ypieering,

3 tate
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Sancta

Chrifti vi- t3te; he they look vnto as their rule,
12, oft pev- 1€ 18 the patterne they have always be-
fefirvite tore them. lguide you not to this or
mfire ve- that forme, attainment, opinion, judg-
§9% menty or the like, to find Saints 5 but |
point out to you Chrift, and if you fee
any like him efteem: them : ifyou find
vbi fpiri- any that have the {fame (picit as Chrift,
i e thac have the (ame will, the fame aQi~
ot ons look on them & love them, and for
ubi volun- Chrilts fake efteem them 3 becaufe they
tas eadem; are like Chrilt the very image of Chrilt.
ibi etiam The main refolution of their fouls,and
:féi’:‘ altings of the body is to know God,
" and promote hisglory,to alcribe praifes
to him, to dogood to Saints, to put
si proprer forward whatfoever is agreeable to his
Chriftam Wil with all their might. *T'is not mens
proprio bo- frownes, tiy not allurements, *tis not
;f;;’mf;,o lofies, "ris not Croffes can deter them
i, proprie £rom the work of God : they know if
voluntati. they deny themfelves fecking here not
in hac vita their own hononr nor felf advancingss
. but following the advice of Chrift, ob-
(s in fu- ferving his will, doing. his work, lay«
auray fui ing out themfelves wholly forhim, he
honoris,fui yill.reward them, by piving out unto
:;::f;;fm them of his honour, of his love, ﬁnﬁ
v facier, the like inthe world ¢o come. Ilha
e Jeave

— i
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Ieave you now to the fearch and finding
out of Saints, by the wifdome of Chriit.
owning and efteeming fuch for Saints
thac are like Jefus Chuiltythey that know
Chrift may know Saints. And fo much
fhall fuffice tobe fpoken of that fecond
Dolrine. We fhall asGod fhall enable
us by his fpiric give out fomewhat
more from the Texc that may be of
further ufe & comfort to fouls, which
is this. ' '

Saints brought to heaven (hall not bave o= Dodt. 3
nother being , onely a pevfecting of what is
begun on earth. They have a glory alveady
in them,upon them,even the glory that Joh. 17.
was given to Chrift, in heaven they fhall 22, 23.
have more abundant glory. They have
Somewhat for breeding, as heirs under
age, not come to their full inherjtance,
yet growing to a ripenefle of years and
{o to a pofieffion of the inheritance,even
a knowledge of the excellencies of God
and Chrift fully and clearly, yeaand of
their own excellency by vertue of uni-
on and communion with Father and
fonne ; For then fhall that glory be
manifeft and apparant above, which
isnot fo manifet and apparent below. -
Chriftians have fome light now,though
% "~ F 3 but
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but frwall, they have part of what they
(hall enjoy in perfettion; they now fee
though buc davkly, then face to face,

clearly 5 They enjoy vifions of God.

though in acloudy and darke manner.
Godand glory are reveal’d but in part
to Saints whilfi here on earth, andall
they feeand know is but dark and im~
perfed,to what they fhall fee and know:

{3dd' communicates and makes out of

his fulneffe to thofe are his here on
- earth, but the communication and
making out of all fulnefle it felfis only
abave in glory in the higheft heavens,
when they {hal he brought ro dwel with
Chrift to behold Kisglory, and inhe~
rit that marveljons Light, the bright-
nelle of which yet we. are not able to
behold. | Chiriftians have had, and fill
have , as much of God her¢, as fuch
veflels could hold : here Saints are nar-
row-heasted , . and dim-fighted , and
cannog entertaine fo much,: nor fee fo
cleacly as they (hall when ¢hey arrive
at heaven, where their hearts fhall be
enlarg'd, and their fight made fir, as to
receive much, {o to behold much of the
excellencies of Glexy, .~

Souls,

T e
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Souls, confider what I am now about ¢,
to fpeak to you: have you a being now °
like the Saints inglory, yea like Chrift
in glory,is the life of glory begun here?
is there any {parks of that heavenly fire
kindled in you? any drops of that foun-
tain? hath the lighe thin’d into you that
fhines in heaven? have you that joying
you now hear on earth? that joyes
Saints in blifle above? hath a fight of
God made you large to fee more of him?
can y ou {ay with che Plalmitt, My (oul
thirftech, and my flefh longeth for thee,
to fee thyglory, foasibavefeenitin
the fan&uaary ¢ hath glimp(e of beauty
taken youany thing of Chrift delight-
edyou?

1. Pray try what isin your inward
man? do' you tind any light of love
fhining in? are you warm’d with any
of this heavenly heate? I cannot prefle 1 joh. 4.
this too much: doth God dwell in you? 12
you are not like him if there be not in-
dwellings of God himfelf. Idonocfo
much regard what you are without and
in appearance. | would have you fone-
what within, Thereis greac glory in
heaven, there mult be fome glory in
your fouls here 5 yea and it muft be

F 4 fuch,

o, 63,
l; 2‘
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fuch glory asisin heaven, glory (hirtes

in Saints more clearly above, here it

(hines though but dimly, and they that -

(hinehere alittle as {parksfhall fhine

Mat13.  exceeding brightly as the Sun in the

43 kingdome of their Father , here (ifwe

are as wé {hould be and fuch that fhall

increafe in goodnes, & have an addition

coourjoy) we have fome inward tafte

and feeling of the bleffed comforts of

God. Beloved that which T fpeake to

you oty concerns your {ouls, takeheed

they be not empty, take heed they be

not void of allgoodnes, deftitute of

the love and fweet communion of God

through Jefus Chrift. You know how.

it {ped with the five foolifh Virgins

that hzd no oyle in their lamps: let

what befel them make you beware, *Tis

a wifemang part to refrain from that

way which others bave perithed in 5 un-

clean birds may have gandy outfides,the

plain feather’d fowlmay be wholfomeft,

Plalst. 6.beware that no man deceive yoy, and

Plasv.ro-al{o be cautious that you wrong not

Tnnovain youy felves, know this that God de-
anterorz- » . .

bus meis  1ireth truth in the inwardparts; and

fpirium @ pure infide; a clear heart was onge

rellum.  thing Daqvid petition’d for, thlilsi }foli

o | ,- oule
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fhould ask, and this you muft poffefie
if ever it be well with you. Thac foul is
as it fhould be when’tis the feat,throne,
and dwelling of God.

2. Are your fouls rais’d from the
dead? is therea power put forthin you,
and that an exceeding great power,
whereby you are delivered from fin,Sa-
tan and felfe, and unable to walke as
Spirituallyalive according to thewil of.
God,Souls in g lory are free fouls,rais’d
fouls, fouls fet on high, {ouls exceed-
ingly fpiritualiz’d, wholly fpiritual, a-
Give fouls in glorifying and praifing
God,’tis their continual employment,
they ceafe not, they are alwayes bufied
in what tends to Gods praife, Is there
any likenes to -thisin you ? are you
fetche out of darknefle 2 fet at liberty ?
made able for the work of God ? Free-
suen are firft Apprentices, Apprentices
arc in the way to freedom, what are
Saints in heaven but freemen? fizch that
~ have fervd out their time on earth:con-
fider chriftians are yonbound to God?,
doth he teach you? doe you now ferve
him? are you wholly his? do younot
ferve Satan, world, nor {elfe, but God?

it will be but a few yearcs but Yl?l;'
S {ha



(74)

{hall be advanced higher, advanc’d inte
(ublime and tranfcendent glory , to
fic with Saints, and there with your
fellow-brethren to fing Hallelujahs for.
CVeErmore,

3. Is there a prizing of the things of
glory? They that are like Chriftyeftcem,
love, prize, thethings of Chrift, and
what Chrift doth efteeme, love, prize;
they efteeme creature things in cheir
places as they oughts yet all thefe are
but dung and drofle ins comparifon of
the excellencies of grace and” glory.
Soul-neceffities are not fatisfied with
creature-things:they free not from cor-
ruption, they reveale not the love of
God, nor eafle the foul of its trouble;
if troubl'd for want of che loving kind-
nesof the Lord. Saintsin glory are de=
livered from all mifery and enjay ful-
nes of confolation, they that are ggw
ing glory-ward fhall be eas’d, (hall have
their ful of joy : they eye the plealures
and bliffe of heaven, they have thoughts
upon them, they are much taken up

" with them in their meditations. Saints
in heaven are pleas’d with che vifible
glory they injoy. Saints on earth are
pleas’d, in that through faich thc{ bew-

: ieve
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lieve there is aveward laid up for them,
that they {hall poflefle an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and thac
fadeth not away, referved in hecaven
for them. Soulsyou know what you
prize, what is delightful to you, you
can tell whether earthly, or heavenly,
carnal or fpiritnal things : furely it
drawing towards heaven, thcy are hea-
venly things delight you; they that are
in glory rejoyce in their glorious en-
joyments , they that are in grace going
to glory, rejoyce through taich in be-
lieving what is Iaid up for them, and
what they {hall enjoy : they exfpet the
accomplifhing of promifes ;5 and their
accomplifhing, tends to gracicus fouls
advancing, and crowning in glory with
aneverlafting diadem. Confider of this
Ipray, take much care in trying whe-
ther you be in the right way to perfett
peace: you would not willingly be cou-
foned in any earchly things,beware you
be not cheated in this that concernes
your foules, and folofe your foules:
if you fhould, I need not fay you are
undone, youwill toyour forrow finde
it;but I hope you will be carefyl in this.
I'can but advife, tis God muft make

you

1 Pet' l:c4



Ve 2.

Animornm
fumma pu-
ritas,
flupenda
corporin
charita o

e

- (76) "
you wife; [ can but inftru&;'tis the Lord
muft make you to receive inftru&kion.
Try all cthings, try earthly things, you
will fee them vanity, try Spiritual
things, God grant you knowledge to
diferne, and wildome to prize and hold
faft what is good.

Is to fpeake comfore to fouls. What
Revelations, have you now s you fhall
have moreswhat difcoveries of love now
you fhall have more large manifeftati-
ons heareafter; God fpeaks good to
fouls now, and gives in fomewhat of
love, but “ds herea fittle andthere a
lictle, now and then a.drop to kecp
their hearts open ; but in heaven God
comunicates all aton:ze: here he gives
out what he gjves in degrees, & accord-
ing to Saints capacity to receive; but
in heaven the whole (hall be poffes’d,
that God hath in flore for them that
lovehim; they (hall have perfect holi-
nes, compleat happines, and pure fpi-
rituality. There natures (hall be fpotlefs,

and there a&ions blameleffe, an orient

fplendour and matchleffe brightnefs of
refplendent lighe fhall cover the whole
man as a garment. Oh whatan infi-
nite, uncoucciveable, and unparallel’d

gladnelfe
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aladnes thronghout the fouly fpirit,
& whloe man wil this occafion? Saints
here defire much, and have fomewhac
of heavens excellency but their defires
are not fally fatisfied, and in heaven e ¥
they fhal have their ful, infomuch that ,a(f{!‘rffnf?.
defires fhal ceafe, not longing after 1., inic
more, for God (hal communicate him- invenient:
{elfe fully and at once to Saints there, guid coram
Saints have now fome beauty, fome }‘."?”‘ ad
" - . aciem in-
comlines, they are in part fanctified, .
but in heaven they {hal be fully fanctifi eum qui
ed, all glorious, thiscorruptible muft eff omnia.
put on incorruption, and this mortal
muft put on immortality,and then con-
ceptions of evil fhall not be in {ouls,
there {hal be no unfoundnescf judg-
ment, nor taints of error, no impuri-
tie nor imbecillity of affe&tions in glo-
ry. Saints love to Chrilt, fhal notbe
cold, weak and feeble, but it {hall be
hot, firong, perfeét, they fhal be with-
out any imperfe&tion.Nothing in them,
or what isdone by them {hal be blame~ Similes
worthy, they (hal be like the blefled erimus
God for ever. Is not this a word of i Deo

comforenow? wil it not be much more, 221¢4#0

P ARAL " L i fechs
aprecious foul-rejoycing to enjoy this jy,
purity, this famftity, this holinefle, of

heing
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being made excellent beautiful like An-
gels, yealike God himfelf? There (hal
be nothing amifle in the foul; it (hal be
all glorious: no blindnefle, lamenefle,
deafriefle , nor crookednefle , nor in-
firmity fhal be on the body : the bodies
of Saints in glory (hal be handlome,
faire, comely, beautiful 5 yea likeunto-
the glorious body of Chrift : yea, and
which is more, they fhal inthe whole
body be like unto his glorious body.
Thefe very bodies of Saints that fuf- .
fer now with and for Chrifl, thal with
Chrift in heaveily bliffe be glorified
with him; yea they thal have fuch glory
as he hath., ThisSouls I thal leaveto
you to admire. I cannot fufficiently and
to the ful in words dilcover it to you ;
*Tis a wonder to thinke that they thac
are gracious and fo like Ghrift here,
{houldbe in heaven ag handfome bodi-
ed as Chrift is, and have ascomely a
perfon and feature as he himfelf has;
whom the Father loves dearly, .thac
theirbodies fhal be in all places like to
Chrifts body. Beloved, may not this in-
corage us in ‘trduble, to’ venture life
and Jimb for God,rather then that God

fhould lofe his gloryy (eeing chas he
| can
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can make up all again, and [upply all
wants, and wil make every onc perfc &
at Jaft: and alfo not to be troubled as
coneerning Death, with any ditcom-
fortable thoughts of worms eating and
deftroying the fleth, with rottennefle
feiling upon the body, and the like ;
knowing thac Chrift ac latt wil reftore
all perfe&.

2. Saints, you have now fome wif=
dome and knowledge, you fhal have
more abundant , you fhal have more

wifdome, you fhal haveclearer know-
ledge in the things of God and Chrift

exellent thing, efpecially Divine and
Heavenly know!ledge, knowledge in:the
myftery of falvation. Whatis it that
fome would not give for knowledge
now in Arts and Tongues, and in Scri-

s %,mrfe..truths,yea to know God rightly?

n heaven Saints youfhal have an ex-
quifite and perfet knowledge of God 5
ye (hal fee him not onty mentally and
contemplatively, but alfo with thebo-
dies eyes corporally; fo Fob, I know that
my Redeemer liveth, and that he frall fand
at the batter day upon the eantlh,  And thonphy
after my shin, worms deflroy this budy, yet

: in

IfaDeifx-

.2 pientia fe-
- and of heaven 5 furely knowledge is an {F’Pfa:n cif;

offendet,
G

]6b 1.
2§y 24,
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in my flcfb ball I [ee God : 17 home 1 [ball foé
{or my elf, and mine eyes (ball bebold, and not
another 5 This Chriftians I conceive may
make your longings to be eager after”
heaven , and exceedingly rejoyce to
thinke you fhal fee God, to fee God as
heis in himfelf, and as hels inyou;
And all thisin a {piritual manner, for
all knowledge in heaven {hal be {piri-
tual. I might enlarge my felf more on
this, but Iforbear according to what of
* God is given in to you, fuch isyour,
knowledge already, and as God fhal be
reveal’d, knowledge {hal encreafe, and
at laft you (hal in glory know as you

are known, s
. 3. Saints fhal in heaven have a ful
fruition of Chrift, aful fight of their
Chridum {weet Saviour,firch a fight chat fhal give
videre, b in unfpeakable joy, fuch enjoyment
f;: :ii‘_’ * that {hal bring morejoy then heart can
eaudia. Wil no tohgue can exprefs, no heact
Superabit €an conceive what confolation they
omnig cor- have that fhal enjoy Chriltand dwel
dis noffoi  wwich him for ever. To fee Chrilt to dwel
defideria. and be with Chrift, brings -to foules
. wounderful happines.” This makes
fouls cry out howJong Lord Jelus is it
ere thou wilt bring us ¢o glory, where
fve
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ive may have beauty prefented to our p,p.i.

fight,{weetnes to our tafte amonglt meny rudo evi
mufick to our eare, what is odoriferous vifui, mel

" “to our {melling, and delightful to be gwfui, ci-

t

gouch’d and handled, the {oul alfo il'd :ﬁf”“;:;;

with light, and comfort, every faculty nup o/
having what is plealant toit given out &ui, flos
freely and fully; O blefled condition!O afui-
{weee life! O happy being!to be brought

into the Court of the glorious God, to

the {ociety of Saints, ihto the bofome

" of fweetand blefled Jefus; the loving, J9¥ Cbris

and ever-glorious husband to blefled fresfponfe

. _ ammanes
fouls! Love is abundantly fhown on fgyig

earth byChrilt to thofe that are Chrifts, me,

.+ in their affaires to diret them, in their

.- troubles to help them, in their dan-

%
\
Y

gers to deliver them s in beftowing di-

~+ vers and excellerit benefits both of grace
© and nature,and of creature-things:like-

wife in difappointing the dahgerous de-
vices of eremies, in fruftrating the
fubtile and crafty plottings of Satan, inj
beating downe thic power of cotruption
and che like : here is muth of mercy
and goodnes in all this, but thecrown - -
“and perfeltion of all, is the bringing,
feating , crowning of fouls in glory.
How beautiful are fouls in that daythow

o G glorious !
‘
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glorious t how liftedup ! how exalted !
how honourd when they {hal nota«
lone fee Chrift, but they (hal live with
him!Not alone,behold him in aThrone
at the right-hand of the maicefly on
high,but they fhal be {eated ip Thrones
with him! Rejoyce O fouls in the me-.
ditation of this, let the confideration
hercof be figeer and pleafant to you,
Toi fum- for you fhal be ever with Chrift the
:;?g:ir Lord 3 with Chuilt the glorious ; there
sar, fecura (D21 you be fafe, there fhal you have.
tranquiltis delighe, there fhal you have happines
rat, tran- and that etermal happincs and cverlaft-
Qf"g‘i‘ i ing bl:flcdnes, all good, allthe excel-
Oy lent enjoymants of heaven {hal be end-
}-{gﬁcitd;, leffe, light endicfle, joy endlefle, plea~.
feliz - fwe endlefle,friendthip endleffe : and as
sernitas 5 endleffe, (0 pure without mixturesthere
e, fhal in Chrifts Armes, in Chyifts pre-.
Gandinm fenits be joy wichou forrow, healch
erit fine Withouggricf,lifc without labour, light
triftitia,  without davknede, continual frefh and
guod con- - fonrithing love aboundin g joy mourn-

tinetgter- - :
aam leti- 108 (hal notbe chere, either thal there

tiar, falus avit fine dolote,” wita fine labore lux fine tencbrisy
aimer nunqug tepefcats gaidinm punquam decrefcers ges
ahitis mon adiesur, neqs dolor fentiotury trifte nihil videbitnry
{axirta femper habebitny, (e, g

be
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. be any grief, forrow or {adnes orany

\v"

fich thing. I defive to fpeak more
clearely of thefe things but I cannot
utter them as they deferve, you thar
have had any refrelbing from Chrift
‘herey can belt judge and difcerne what

it is to poffefle him wholly, and live
- with him altogether,

4. Chriftians , in glory you fhal
have much happines arife to you from

' the {fweet communion and blefled fel-

Towthip you {hal have with Saints, you
know fome Saints now and you take

“fome delight in their company, you are

glad when you can meet with them to
converfe andtalke with them, and to
joyne in ordinances, your joy in thefe
things fhal be much--more abundant,
foryou thal know all the blefled Saints
in glory : they that were taken up thi.
ther before you, and they thac fhal
come thither after you, fhal be known
of you, and you known of them, All
Saints fhal be known of every particu~
lar Saint, and every particular Saint
fhal be known of all, in calo nullus erit a-
lienns, there(hal beno ftranger in hea-
ven,a Saint there (hal have as much ac-
quaintance as all the Saints in glory

G 2 may
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may afford, & asmany friendsas there
are Saints, You that now defire com-
munion with holy fouls, {bal have your
fill of familarity 5 you that joy to fce
and meet with Saints now, fhal have
your joy increas’d. Chriltians on eartfr
complain of the firangnes of other
Chriftians, but in heaven there {(hal be
no caufe of fuch complaints: as we thal
be jayned one to another, and all to

Femoibi the Lotd,fo {hal we love one anotherin
lediinr, theLord, In glory none(hal hurt other,
irafeitir none {hal envy other, nonefhal defire
rere - othersgood : forevery one fhal have e-
:;:; Eﬁ:f}i-‘. nough, even his il ofgood; and (hal
ditar muila TEJOYCE ta fee one another happy:coni-
exardefcit der T pray what love to Saints now;
& what delight in their company; what
refrefhiment to fee the faces of Sainess

and enjoy the fellowfhip of fan&ificd

{oules, if it be right, if truely fpiritual,

and what it thouldbe. It wil heareafeer

fatisfie. you to the ful when you fhal

have the perteck knowledge of al Saints.

- Let this comtost you againft worldly

mens {lightings,yea and good mens fhi-

ne(3 ; as for worldlings {lightings care

not, they ave {uch char (hal be fhat out

from che prefence of Godand fellow-

fhip
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{hip of Saints. And for any Saints (hi-

nelsbe not grieved,it wil not long con-

_tinue: in heaven there is no fuch thing

chere all Saines fhal be kind each to o~

ther, (hal know cach other perfeétly,

and Jove each other fincercly and truly.

Happy are they that have{ame begin-

ings of fan&ified love and communion

with the holy and beloved ones of Jefus

Chirilt now;it thal encreafe and be more

abundant, as they growe upin Jelus,

. Rejoyce in this Chyiftians,you fhal fee,

know, have fellowfhip,dwel with for e-

ver, all blefled Saints, fuch as, gbrabam, Mar. 8. 11

Ffaac, Facob, Noaby David, Daniel, Paul,

Sarab, Rebeccab, the Virgin Mary &c.

yoy {hal know their perfons, names,

natures, Excellencies, delight in them,

and they inyou. I{hal fpeak no more

of this Ufe. ' 'U[g‘ 3.
Thirdly, let me give out fomewhat Siin hae

by way of reproofeto fuch men, that vitanon

thinke they fhal goe to heaven, and 84 i

hope they fhal dwel in glory hereafter, ;ﬁ:;;ﬁ‘j:-em::

yer defpife nothing more then what is sy,

heavenly, and what tends ¢o help them aunguam

thither; lecfuch be aflured thac they plenim

that have not fome cafte apd rellifh of P70

] Iy thi delioht 3 cormples

wcavenly chings now, and delight in .

- G 3 them



(86)
thein wil never have their ful fotiety iy
glory. Doeé you thinke to goe to hea-
ven that now hate holines, and fpeak .
evil of the wayes of the Lordy That ab-
horre Saibts, as bad as the fight of
Toads, what wil you doe in heaven?
jou cannot abide praifes & hallelujahs
and the gloriots exercifes of Saints
you cannot ‘endure the fellowfhip oi‘
holy men ahd wortien, you abhor them
pow, yet ehiey ife not {0 pire as the
{hal bes; and then doubtle(s you wi%
loath them more. Do not fome of you
abhorte being in places and amongft
people where Godlines is in eXercife?da
you not delight to be where you may
drink and {wel, {ing and roare, card
and dice, hant and hawk, mock and
jeeve, fedffe and deride goodies and
good~men? nay if it werein your poty-
er, would yoty ot kil & flay the Saines?
do you'not defic their waies, courfes,
and behaviour, yea arid that becanfe o=
ly, pure, fincere, upright and (isch as are
becoming the Golfpel of the bleffed God?
Confider, 1 prag, your felves whether
you are not fich that God himfelf re-
| proves, for hating inftrufcion and calt- .
V5007 fug his holy and heavenly councel be-
: hind
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hind your backs, and for letting your
mouth be open ro fpeak evil, yea and
that againft the righteous? Do yon
thinke that God wil (et (uch wich him-
{elf in gloty hereafter, that now caft a-
fide his councel, that wil not be iniiru-
&ed by him ¢ honour fuch with his
Saints that now deipife them?place fuch
inthe kingdome of glory that now ab-
hor theheirs of glory? No, no, hehath
a place for fuch naaghty wretches to

aE e T P e

put them by themfelves, they fhal be Pfil g.17

turned into hel; there the being of

Aternis
additi

wicked men thal be; Thinke of this [uppliciis,

you Saint-haters,yon Sermon-defpifers,
you wicked 'mockers and fcoﬂgrs at
goodneffe, you that are the wretches
propliefied of, that fhould be brought
forth and come into the world in che
Yatter daies. that fhould appearunholy,

and chac thoald be haters of fuch asare 2 Tim,3.

goods What is it that fome of you
‘would do to the confcionable imbra-
cers of holinels,were theyin your pow-
er? ‘would you not imprifon them,
famith cthem , {lay chem, fhew much
cruelty to them? and would you not
pluck down the pure preaching of Jefus
Chrift, and obfru& the perfet and up-

G 4. right

1,253



right walking of Saints ? are not your
hearts pow againft fuch men, and {uch
doings? and do you not wifh your
hands at liberty to act fome enterprifes
againft what is holy & good?againlt that
which you cal Se€ts and Fa&ions, and
againlt fuch as you fay bring all out of
order,that turn the world upfide down?
I know not your thoughts within , you
are privy to whatdwels in your own
breaft. Paunlwas once as yiolent againg
goodnefle and goodmen as any of you,
and dopbtle(fe had hebeen then asked,
what Sagl doft thouchink wil become
of thy foul? doft thou think chou fhal,
go to heaven.? that thou fhale dwell
with the ever-living God? with holy
Angels and blefled Saints?he wouald have
{aid he hoped he (hould go to heaven a
oon any man Ii\;ing; but had the Lorc
1ec him go onin his way, & not fhewec
him mercy,whac had hecome of bis foul
Let this be difgefted in your fouls: an
know that glory and eternal bﬁappinf(sz
is providcd for {uch that arﬁ wafhed, foi
{uch that are Gantified,for fuch that are
juftified in the name of theLord Jefus,%
by the fpirit of our God: and fuch muf(
yoube, if ever brought to hcaven, Yoy

- - S | are
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AThel. 19 verlafting defirudtion, and be deprived
of all mercy and comfore; I fpeak not
thele chings to trouble you, but in pit-
ty to admonifh you,and my prayer thall
be cher the Lionmay lie down with
the Lambe, that from Comings in of
truthinto your foules, you may be
overcome of trath, and fo fubmit to
it, that you may fweetly accord and
friendly “agree with the children of
trath, and all thut in coath profeffe
truth 3 That you imay fpeak and atk
the {ame things, and that there may be
no divifions amongft you : asyou hope
to dwell with the Prince of peace, and
with the Saints of peacenow live peace-
ably; follow after peace, and what may
makefor quietnefle in the waies 6fGod.
Sceing you are apt to fay, you have
hopes tobe faved s do like them that
fhal be faved ; harme not,but help Tuch
that are beloved of him chat muft fave
you ifever {sved; Confider of what harh
been faid & thel.ord give you aright un-
derftanding of al things,that may make
you holy,gentle,courteous, peaceable,in
Hife; and aifo honourable, vlcffed shappy
) and gloriousfor ever.

Ye. 4. The life of Saints upon eatth is a
rare
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rare life, anexcellent, ‘holy, and hea~
venly being, a being that tendstothe
glory, honour and praife of God,to the
exalting of his great mercy and good-
nes,and declaring his nanie and powet:
’tis a life wherejit men that are holy,la~
bour to improve themfelves with alf
that is theirs in a Wway of duty tobe
ferviceable to che God ofholines 5 As
they havé beginnings of the life of glory
in thekingdome ot grace, lo aecording
to what is begun and the gift given do
they aft, here in grace futable to what:
is done inglory. They are not perfct
here, they have their failings, yetby
the comings in of God they firive tobe
like God, and according to the gifts of
the Spirit, are they fpiritual exercis’d;
thiey are fpiritual in their prayers; {pi=
ritual in cheir preaching ; fpiricual in
their heacing , fpiritual in their con~
verfation; ftriving to walke after the
Spirit, endeavouring to give up their
a'l, to Chrift thae is alf :mﬁ inall. Al
their wifedome , ol their might, «ff
their firength, off their endowments, alf
their places, off of foule, aff of body, all
of liberty, riches, honcur, inaword,
. Chrilt hath done fo much for them

that
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that they thinke, they can neverdo e-
nough for bim, they think, they can
never praife him enough, nor extol
hi.as hey ought, nor give the honouy
thic is due to him. They arealwaies
comolaining of deadnes, and darknes,
and svealines, and inability to behold,
to 1d.3.re, to commend, to advance the
{w: - aesy poodnes, mercy and comforts
tiac Chrilt gives out to them: they are
Jonging for more abilities to (erve the
Lovd lefus.Fuine wonld they do,as they
inglory Go.and they wait daily, earn-
ealtly exipe&ing to be brought to glory
thac they may enjoy that in fulnes
which here they have in parg, and thae
fulnes being injoy’d, employ itto che
honour and praile of the giver. Soules,
they are not common men that live the
fife of Saints,neicher is their lifea com~
mon fife. Saints arejewels, jewels are
excellent things . there is that in a jew-
el that is not in ordinary and common
ftones : jewcls have an excellency in
them, {o have Saints ;5 andthis excel~
ency is uletul,co Chrift,and what Chrift
advifeth, The Excellency in Saints iy
given into them from Chrift, and asis
comes from Chrilt, it is altogesher for

returning
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feturning to Chrilt, Chrilt in giving
ont his Excellency to Saints, doth open
his heaet to Saintsand doth 2lfo opeii
Saints hearts. The one is opened for
goodnes to goe forth, the other for
goodnes to come in; and goodnes bes
ing receiv'd in, wil not lie il - ic wil
fee fuch that have it upon cmiployments
furable to the wil of Chrift, as by recei-
ving what isChrifts:is in fome meafur ¢
changd into the likenes of Chrilt:by re-
ceiving Chrifts love, the hearts of fuch
receivers are chang’d into the nature of
Chrifts heart, and fo becomie heavenly,
lieavenly within, and being heavenly
wichin,it wil be heavenly without: The
truic like the feed, Saints like Chrift,
Excellent things are fpoken ofSaints in
glory, fo of Saints on earch. Thebe-
haviour of Saints in glory is very com-
mendable, They enjoy perfe&tion, and
from that perfettion a&; The amias
blenefle and admirablenes of Gods pre-
fence, drawes ont all the abilities of
Baints when in heaven to atanfwera-
bleunto the Lawes nearenes, and dear-
nefle. of {uch a relation as is betweene
God and them- So here on carth fuch
that enjoy God theugh they cannot ;310

oF
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for God fo immediately and fully, yet

it is their defire to clofe with God, and

to give out them{elves ta God 5 andto
carry themfelves in-offenfively in the

" world, and as much asin them lies to
do good to all 3 Excellent thingsare
fpoken of the City of God, of the holy
Ferufalem, of the Lambes wife, offhee
that is adrefling, a makingready for
tobe joyn’d to Chrift. Shee is beautiful.
now,but the (hal appear more beantiful,

fheg 13faire and pleafant, and now the,
delight of Chrift, his love, his dove, his
undetiled; (hee (hal be the fame in hea-
ven, onely this more perfect. Chrifts
fpoufe, hisSifter, his dove, is but one,

fhee that is his on carth, (hal behisin
ﬁlary, (hee that is his faire onehere,

12l be his glorions one above, that now

is his bofome friend,(hal be hisThrone-
Throni fui companion. The defires (1 know ) of
tompos- all you that are Godly, thatare(vne
of Ghrifts holy ones, ({peake experis
enge) is,that your {weet Saviour would
now raife all your defires to him, faften

all your thoughtsupon him, draw all,

the powers of your {oulsup on high to
him, free you from every weight that.
haldeth you down, knit you to him
with
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with a knot of love, that o your joy it
the injoyment of hins mightbe abuns
dane,your fellowihip with Saints (weeg,
your dayly walking heavenly, giving
occafions to all that are Godly to mag-
nifie God on yeur behalts Look toic
Souls, you are in fome meafure glorj.
ous now, if you aref{uch that (hal ap-
~ pear with Chrift in glory hereafter:
That gloryis {park’d in now,which fhal
~ fhine in clearly and apparently : you
~have now fome beams, fhortly the ful

~ light of the clear and glorious Sun him-
fclf, For the cver-blefled and glorious
God wil let in fuch a light, fuch aclear
light, fuch agreat light, and withal
give{uch a great ftrength of light unto
Saints, that they (hal be wholly light,
and in therm shal be no darknely at all.
Beloved, 1now commend you to God,
that can make you children of Light,
and enable you as children of Light to
walk in Light, to the praifc of his great
name,and to the refreshing of the bow-
els of Gods people, tothe rejoycing of
all chat delight in gopdnefle. Chrifts
Saints ave all rare pieces, God grang all
thefe pieces may be (et in order, fitly u-
nited together; then wil glory appear,
K-
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exceeding glory, tranfcendent. glory;
glory in the Church, glory on earch
like chat glory that is amongft the
Saints-that are Triumphant in heaven,
Ishal fay no more ot that Dottrine
I shal yet give out fomewhat from the
Text that may be further ufeful to your

fouls, and it is chis.
D There are fome precious fouls in the
®k world, in this finful world, in this
wicked, vile, ignorant and naughey
oh 17.24 World, in this world wherein Sacdn,
1 Johs. bears fuch {way, who ische Prince of
19. the world, a cheif one in it fo farre as i¢
]Oh-&;‘z' is a {inful world and inhabited with
o 16‘:;}: iinful men, The Devil hath many, nay
2 Cor.4.4. the greatelt parc ; yee God hath fome, a
Ias.14 remnant, here and there one, alitile
Mat 7.13. flock, a few thatare undefiled and that
%‘:{;]3;:4;' are Jovely before him, that have kepe
‘1o, their garments cleane, that are un-

Luke 12.
32, blameable, & unreprovable before him,

Revigg. they have overcome theé world, bcingi
f}’é}f-"- borne, not of bloud, nior of the wil of
= 151; the flefh, nor of the wil of man, but of
| God.Every age( though it hath brought
farth never fo many weeds, though ic

hath abounded in trafhi yet) hach
breugh forth fome precious flowers;

| ' fome
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fome jewels have been found amongft
the rubbifh. In the firft degenerae age,
there was and4bel,after that aSeth and co
him was borne Enoss at which time men
began to cal upon the name of theLord, Gen.4.29
After thatEnoch that walked with God,
one that was the Phenix of thavags, .., 4
one that was teanflated out of his own
being,into a being in God,one that loft
nething, by lofling what washis own
by notygre and according to the flefh, Af-
ter this God lefr not him{clf without
teftimony ; Though the wickednefle of
man was great in the earth and the gen. 4. 5,
whole earth was corrupt beforeGod,yet
then appeared Noab a jult man and per-
feft in his generations , and one that Gen. 6. 5.
walked with God,on that gave up him-
felfe to God, to be ac his direftion and
et his fervice to do what was agreeable
to the wil of the Lord.And as the world

“was replenifhed, and grew on, though

there were many wicked men and much
wickednefle in the world,yet fome God

- had that were good, though very ob-

fure and hardly to be perceiv’d in thole
darke times, Ar lengch appear’d 4bra-
ham, after him Ffaac and Facob with o=

" ther worthies, and when Elijab come

plains
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plaines of the worlds emptines in rea

ipect of good men, and that he alone

was lefe, yet Godtels him he had f{e-

venn thoufand in Ifrael that had not

bowed the knee to Baall. 1 confeffe *its a

very few confidering how many thou~

fands were in Ifrael, yet you fee there

were fome though hid and conceal’d in

thofe cloudy daies of Idolatry and fu-

t King.  perftition. God may lec meg follow
19 18 their owne pernicions waies, dtid chere
may be a great forfaking of goodnes;

yer {ome fhal cleave to truth, though it

{61z 1AY be but a few, a tenth, There may
' be many weeds in agarden, yet fome
good herb may be found 5 abundance of

trees in a feild, yet fome corne; a world

of carth,yet fome vains of precions oare;

a great deale of clay, of durt and flones,

yer fome pearles and precious jewels

are now and then found. God hath ex-

cellent material, here and there, he wil

bring them together, and of themi

nake 2 famous frruftture; build his

Cca. 12y CBAECH, whofe foundations fhal be Jaid
Hasgge 1:: with faphires, whofe windowes {hal be
made of agates, and gates of carbuncles
& al her borders of pleafapt flouessThis
points ont che excellency of Saints, alr}d
ailo
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allo whatacomly thing it is to fee them
joyn’d together in a right order, by
the wifdome of God. God hath a ho-
ly City to build, which is admirably
defcrib’d Rewelations, 21. My brethren

I need not tel you how Satan thewerld

y “flefh, and many enemies, havelaboncd

\

to root out in all ages thofe thac clear.
ly and readily appear’d for God, yet
God hath preferv’d fome to fhincas
lights, and to hold out his name, and
enemies could never {o prevaile as to

raze out all the Saints nor to take away
‘truth whollysbut ftil the Lord continu-

ed fome precious ones, fome holy and

. excellent foules to thine out as lights

in adarke place 5 a feed was left;though
coverced with clods, that theLord hath
nourithed, and which through his blefl~
ings hath fprung up, and brought forth

. fruit, {othat fome peecious fouls have
" #ilappear’d. We have -{een bad times,

and bad times are, and ’tis likly wil be,
yet all you that liave any knowledge in
rhe things of Chrift, cannot buc fay
fome holy fouls there were, in thofe
bad times ; fome therearcin thele evil
daies; and fome precions ones fhal be

as longas che Sun aixd Moon endurethi
i n an
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as long as there are any peoplein the
world there (hal be fome good:yon that
live now meet with {ome precious fouls
up and downe, hereand there : you or
they thae (hal live hereafter wil finde
that God hath a {prinkling fome,a few :
1 thal fpesk to what is prefent, to what
is in hand,there are fome precious fouls
in the world.

There are fome in the world that are
likeChrift,they have fuchalife,fuch gra-
ces, fuch excellency, there life is Chrifk
within, ’its Chrift living in them,their
wifedome is Chrift, their righteoulnes
Chrift, their jultification, fan&ification
is Chriit 5 Chrift to (uch is all. Belie~
versare tranflated into Chrift, they are
one with Chrilty they are nothing in
themfelves, felfe is palt away,they have
a new felfe, Chrift is their felfe, they
bave an intire being in Chrift, yea God
himfelfe is within fuch,and from union
with God is there likenes to God, and
their precioufnes is from enjoying God.
God makes that precious that is preci~
ous; precious {ouls are Gods work=
manthip. Look upon Saints after the
fle(h, andin outward appearances, you
gannot it may be fay chey are {0 preci-

ous,
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ous, but confider them as in Chrift and

Chrift in them. Look upon Chrift a-

lonein them; and boubtles Chrift wil

in them be precious ; many {ee not this Magna

excellency in Saints becaute’tis hidden, ‘fgf‘if"’ g
P kg cclefia

Chrift in them is hidden from many s pg; excel-

but where Chrift appeares, the fouls of Zntia: fed

fuch according to what of Chrift is (eer, ea nonfunt

appear precious, opfiibis

There are fome that are lov'd as '}3‘"‘"

Chrift, lov’d with thefamelove, the eals 2.

{ame pure, frec, intirelove that Chrift

hath, given out from the Father, they

have given out to them, running into

them, (hining upon them,thefe are pre-

cious. Love is that which doth beautifie

foules, fouls are faire as lov'd, excellent

as lov’d, glorious as lov’d. There is ex-~

ceeding bravery and beauty in a foule

that hath much of love; what made

Chrift {o priz’d fo highly efteenvd, the

chiefeft of Tenthoufand ; buc the a-

bundance of heavenly love that was in

him: the more there is of heavenly love

the more ckcellent, 'Tis not Noblenes

of birth, beauty of facey greatnes of

parts, much learning that males men

precious, but s being borne of God,

endued with grace,partaking of (piritu=

3 a
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all chings and what is heavenly that

- makes one precious. As one faith of

the worth of a man, he is fo much
worth,as he is worth in Gods accounts’
fo I may ay ke is {ofar precious as par~
taking in love, asenjoying that which
the world doth not, A precious ftone
is a flonelthat hath-a vertue & excellen-
cy which the common ordinary ftones
have not: fo tis with preciouy, rare,ex-
cellent foules, they have fomewhat
themen of the world have not,& that is
love, the fame love that is given oot to
Chrift. The worth of this love none
knowes but they that enjoy it, '

There are fome in whom the Lord
dwels, fome in thisword that arc his
temple,palace,throne : thefe are excel «
lent ones. Gods dwelling place , the

“dwelling of his glory is a precious

place: they ave precious foules, foules
bravely adorned, foules excellently
erim’d that are the court of the great
God. Princes houles are richly furnifl-
ed: (o are thefoules of $dints, Gods
houfes. There are fome that put outall
theirmight, ftrength,power.abilities,ad=
vantages for Chrifts cauft./»r what con.
corntes him, and what is bit. Thefe ar,
precious
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precious fouls, Paul was a predious foul
& it appear’d in his appearing {o much
for Chrift,that he was not deter’d by la-~
bours, fripes, imprifonments; tedious 2 Cor. 13
Journes, perils of waters, perils of rob-
ber:perils by his own countrymen,perils
by firangers, peiils in the city, perils
in the wildernefle,perils in the fea,perils
amongft falfe brechren,  wearinetfe,
painfulnefle, much watchings, bunger,
thirft, falting, cold, nakednefled ; all
could not flop, this chmepion of truth 5 fom: &
f.et death lite, Angels, principalities,Pr'g};;‘iia
powers, height, depth, any thing op~ i,
pofe : he for Chrift, in the firength of terrena,
‘Chrilt durft ftand sgainft all.So al{o the cekeffias,
curch of Jeraufalem, giving anfwer to é’;ﬁ?'“f‘
thepeople and church of  Antioch con- azi"lff:
cerning what had been propofed unto gnnia mi -
"them, tels them in their letters that #if parva,
‘they had fent ic by men that had ha. ¢rpronibi-
" zarvded their livesfor the name of the ff:’f"”"f,
Lord Jefis Chrift.Such as thefe are pre- g o
cious men, fouls worthy thename of "
Chriftians: becanle valiant for Chrift. 1
have read of one Romanus thac was
robly born, yet fo refolute and ftont
was he for Chrift, that fuflevings conld
not fright him, nor difmay him, when
H 4 his
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his perfecutors whipt him witha whip
magde of cords that had leads faltned
atthe endss fo that with whipping his
flefh was torne, yea and {fo much torne
that his very bowells were feen, yet
he cryed. out to his tormentorssthat he
defired not to be fpar’d, neither did he
wilh his tormentors to give over, he
was wiling to fuffer to the utmoftin
the caufe and for che eruth of Chrift, It
is reported - of one Sames a noble man,
who had and maintained a thou-
fand fervants of his own yet was depri-
ved of al his eftate by the King of Perfia,
and was compelled to (erve one of the
moft abjet and bafe of his own fer~
vants te whom the King of Perfia gave
the faid noblemans wife, that by this
meanes he might caufe bim to deny the
faith. But henot at all moved kept bis
taith,(tuck clofe to Chriftywillingly did
he undergo all this wrongand indig-
nity for Chrift. Many fuch precious
foules have been in the world, many
there are, and if perfecution fhould
arifc even to death, it would be feen
that there are Gallang-fpirited men
now that would fuffer any torments
rather then forfake the Lord Jefus,

They
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They would not harken to whac fle(h
and bloud fhould fay,but to whacthe ,,
{pirit thould fay ,and they would firive C}Sr;;f:i-di]*
againft what isevill in themfelves,and cipu/is
fearch what the wil of the Lord is and proprie vo-

- obeychat.’Tisthe part of a good fteward funtati re-

- " - 1 - HH
that _is intrafted wich much of bis ma- J7'4

ftersfubftance,to laie out al for his mafter ,, "~ . .
when his matter requives it: the beft of funratem
us all are but Stewards and what fequi defr-
we have oflife, parts, beautie, viches, derat &'c:
honour, libertie, anything, 'tis lent

us of God ; if God cal forit, we oughe

to give it all up for his ferviceand ho-

nour, You that have truth of grace wil

be ready fo to do, faying, Lord alll

have 1 reccived from thee, it came of

thee: 1o here 1am ready to returne all

to thee.My deare friends,confider what

you do now for Chriit, what hearc

you have to what isgood now, what

delight in Chrifts fexvices now : you are
likelieft to hold outin fuffering; thac

are diligent in the bufinefle of the

Lord, and in the woii: ofyour God

now. Some men thinke they can {uf-

ter for Chrift, yet v they haveno
“heart to the prefent {urvice of Chrilt,

which God cals unto,they are negligent

an

[y
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and loofe in prefent duties; Suerely

fuch foules who faile thus in prefent

fervice and duty, arenot liketo hold

out in fuffering times whatfoever

they may fay; Hethatinfummer and

fair weacher is a {lothfull, carelefle, idle

fervanc 5 isnot likely cobe adiligent

laborious paines-taker in the cold,

pinching, wet, fformy time of winter.,

They thatare bredup in labour are beft

1 Tim.4.7 able to endure it,  Chriftians, excercile

Nemoco - your {elves unto Godlinefle; do what

indulgen- God now fets before yousdoit faichfaly,

um 1% do it with your might 5 youwil the

bus eonni- Detter endure harder bufineffe if your

tendum.  God cal you to it. They are men en-

dued with a precious blefling, that ufe

theiral to the glory of God,that letnot
a hough be idle or unferviceable.

Red. s There are fome that are clenfed and

" " made free from all unrighteoufnes and

Pl32.1.7 Uncleannes,that have no wickednes im-

puted unto them: thefe are blefled

~{oules; thefeare precious fouls 5 Chrift

paid a ful price for their deliverance

from {in, making peace through the

bloud ot thecrofle : they are by Chrift

brought home to Chrift, their life is

hid with Chriflt in God, they are raif'd

up
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~ up with Chrift,and made to fit together
in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus, even
already. Indeed in themfelves thereis
a body of luft, corruption and fin;
and thereis a law revealing {in, accu
fing and condemning ; fo as it belecvers
live onely by fenfe, reafon and experi-
ence of themfelves, and as they liveto
men, they live both under the power

- and feeling of {in and the Law ; but if

they liveby faith in Chrift, belceving
inthe lite, righteoufneile, obedience,
fatisfattion and glory of Chrilt, they’
live out of the power ofall condemna-
tion, and unrightcoufnefle. This is a
precious life;and they are pretious fouls

- that live this lifc of faith, that have all

their affurance, confidence, comforts,

"' flowing into them through achannel

“of faith, believing themfelves happy
for whar another, even Chrift, hath
done for them, and not what they have
done or can do foi themfelves, In brief
‘they are precious, for take themasin
Chrift, as juftified, they arcas pure in
the fight of God as the vighteonfnc(s of
. Chrift can make them becaufe God fees
his onely in Chrifty not in then:felves,
he loves themnotin the glory and ex-
- | cellens
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cellencie of Chrift; thefe appear glori-
ous to God and in his fight,becaufe they
have put on Chrift that is glorious.
There are as many precious fonls now,
as there are fonls cloath’d with the
righteoulnefle of Chrift: they that were
precious formerly, and could (ay, 4s
he izy fo are we in this world 3 they were
{uch by having Chrift, by being perfet
in his perfe@ion, they were chofen iu
Chrift, lov’d in Chrift 5 they that are
in Chrift are precious now, and may
{ay, As beizy [0 are we inthis world, All
believers are very like one another, and
alfo like Chrift,

There are fome that are the Sifter,
Spoufe, Wife of Chrift, that have ra-
vifhed his heart, that he rejoyceth over,
as the Bridegroom over his Bride; thefe
doubtlefle are precions, A precious
Chrilt, wil have a precious Confort :
He is an excellent one, and wil bave his
Wife, his Love, his other- felf,to be pre-
cious alfo : Chrift glorious, his Spoufe
glorious 5 Chrift beautiful 5 his Love
beautiful ; they arcalike; Bridegroom
andBride alike; theirtrimming is of ane

picceand fafbion, the righteoufnefle of
God.
It



(109)

1t may be a word of comfort and con- Ufe 1
folation to {uch that live in places
where they can find no good people,
nonethat they can takecomfort in,none
that are lovers of truth, none thac de~
light in the things of Chriff.'Tis fad to
Saints {pirits to live in fuch places, ’tis
irkefome to aman as amanto live in
aplace where he can have no fociety,no
company,fellow(hip wich none:{o with
Saints to live where they can have none
to confer with, none ro difcourfe wich-
al, none to joyn with them in prayer
and fafting, and holy communion: To
fuch lec me fpeak, it may be youcan
tind none for {ociety,none that ave gra-
cious; yet be aflared God hath {fome.
When the Prophet cried out he was
alane, and that he could fee nonebut
Idolaters, none but what went on in
wickednefle; yet God faw fome that
were free, fome that were haters and
loathers of Baal, that had never bowed
the knee to him. The Lord hach here &
there fome, that are precious fouls:
Ee not dilheartned chriftians,be not dif~
mai’d, there are I acknowledge mauy
briars and thornes, yet there arc{ome
Lilliess many weedss yet {fome (though
but afew) precicus flowers; you n]aya

fing
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find none in great houfes, there may be
fome in cottages, none in {ilken gar-
ments, there may be fome in rags, none
on the high places of the earth.yet there
may be fome in the vallies ; *Tis indeed
athing to be bewail'd;that there thould
be fuch multitudes of men and women,
in the world, and {o few of them good,
(o few gracious. *Tis fad co fee a throng
in the way to hel, men prefling for-
wards to deftrution andto evcrf’aﬁing
perdition, and to fee but now and then
one going towards glory, cowards c.
verlalting falvation, Wickednef¥s hath
many that owne it, and wick-d waies
are ful of footfteps 3 but for goodnef(ie
"tis nos look’d upon, nor the waies of
goodnefle travel’d in:  holinefle isbe-
come likea poor man, none cares foe
being of his kindred or acquaintance
but wickednefie like the greac mien of
the world have many followers. This

s a trouble to Saints to behold, yeras

there may bebyaTraveller fomeknglifha
men found in a remote country, though
but a very few in comparifon of the
Natives : {0 fome heavenly fouls, fome
new-born chriftians here'in the world ;
though buta few in refpet of whatare

are
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are earthly and born onely after the
flefh. As aman may rejoyce much in
finding one picce of gold, or {fome cne
pretious flone : {o it you find but fome
one that is Godly, yetbe comforted in
hopes that thege are more, though you
for prefent know them not. And reft
alfured that there are precioos Saints in
chis age in the world, as wel as in for-
mer ages, and that you thal meet them
all in glory.

It may give you fome hint who they
are, that are {uch prectous fouls, fuch
rare Creatuces, fuchjewels; fouls like
Chrift 5 holy as Chrift is holy, pure as
Chrift is pure, that are excellent here
upon earth , that are Kingsand raigne
in life by one, even Jefus Chrifl,

1. They are fuch that enjoy a Chrift
within, thac have Chrift himfelf dwel~
ing in them, many dwel where Chrift
dwelleth, and {o content themfelves,
never confidering whether Chrift dwel
in them,we have nothing nor are worth
nothing if Chrift benotin us ; all that
a man hath perifh and faile, and come
to nothing if he hath not Chrift. *I'is
Chritt that is the fouls all, heis the
onely good, and the onely laling gooi

an
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and fuch foules may be faid to have
fome thing that have him,yea al things;
but they that enjoy him not, have no-,
thing,they have no oyle in their lamps :
and being fo, wil be fhut out and noc
enter with the bridegroome inco joy.
But now all are re auy to fay they have
Chrift in them : have youlo? examine
your fouls ; are they delighted with
Chrifi? is Chrift that which delighes
you?doth Chrift give peace2doth Chrift
drawe your hearts heaven-wards?lovers
whofe hearts are delighted with onc'
they love,how are they drawn towards
f:1ch places where they may enjoy their
love. Love is a loaditone drawing fouls
to Chrift. We cannot forbeare,we can «
not abftaine from longing to be in
more ful enjoyments cf Chrift if {o be
that Chrift be in ns. Chrift is the grear,
the infinit good that is given out to
nicn;ithey rejoyce infinitly that bave this
infinit good, their portion; they that
have Chrift have him thatis good be-
yond compare, and chis is he that
makes fouls precious. There are as many
precious fouls in this congregation as
there be foules enjoying Chrift. And
there are (o many enjoyers of Ghrii}}, as

there
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tliere are lovers of Chrift, that love

him as their owne {ouls, as their owne

lives nay much better then cither. There

are many thac talke of loving Chrigt

but their love to Chrift is bat fuch as the

hofts to his gueft, he is bid welcome
more for his money fake, then forany

defire of conimunion,and fellowthip, If

they may gain by Cbrift,ithey wil waite

on him, if not they wil be ftrange to

him; you that talke of loving Chrit,

what doc you know of Chrift? love Ex afpedfs
rifech from kiiowledge, whac have you mf‘cim; .
feene ofhim ? have you {eene his bean- amor.
ty, feenhis glory, feen his comlines?

He isaltogeather lovely ; have you feen

this lovelines? have you talted of his

love? love is mighey in’itsoperation

love, thie love of Chrift coniing in, Rirs Socrates
the foul wonderfully, it roufeth itputar ani-
up 5 it fets it a worke for Chrift, Memim-
Love produceth adtios, it fets men up- ’i;irﬁ;:'
on difliculties, atid makes them goyefyrpn-
through hardthips: doth Ghrifts love pergifci a-
do fo with you, try,you may know moris fti-
1€ you deal faichfully in this ching ; yoi ™ @
know who dwels in your houfe, much

more in your hearts, you know why

you dg this and thde; what is ic of all

| ' I yoi
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you do, that you do for Chrit,and thic -
from the life of Chrift: Pau/was pre-

cious in his altings and precious in him-

{elf, and all wasby Chrift chac livdin

him; as many of you, as have receiv’d

Chrift, are happy ; Confider wel of it,

whatf(oever you are cutwardly in appea«

rance in forme, in poffefiions,in friends,
&e. Ipeak not of, ’tis nothing; yon

are precious if youhave Chrift within,

precious children, precious fouls, pre-
cious Saints, all of you precious, all of
you jewels that have Chrift.

2. They that are precious are fuch
whofe iniquities are hid and whof tins
are done away,fuch in whom the Lord
feesno guile, fuch that are holy, fuch
that are nogrifhed and carried in the
bofome of the mercy and goodneffe of
God. |

Obj. But isnot every foul a finner ¥
do not all complain of their corrup-
tions, weaknefles, failings errors, &c?

Anf. A Chriftian man isboth righ-
teous and a finner, holy and profane;
an enemy of God, and yet a child of
God ; forachrifiian man by the force
of his natural coruption may doe fuch
things as the word of God forbids, and

as
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as he himfelf as fpiritnal abhorres. Pas!
himfelfe did many things which were
repugnant to the law ot God ; there-
fore he had caufe to fay, he was not al-
ready perfelt. Scriptures are not alto-
gether filent as concerning Abraham,
FacobyRebeccah,Sara,Mofes, Fob,David,He-
zekiah. All good and godly fouls take
them as Saincs, and walking after the
Spirit,yet take them as in the body;and
fometimes they did not alone doe good
things unperfeQtly, and leave fome

i good things undone, but alfo do fbme

evil a&ions,which were direltly repug-
nant to therule of Gods law, andto
their own renewed minde; thus may

% they be ftil finners unho}g in refpet of
e

theiv failings, weakneffes, imperfe&®

' fanctification, orfan&ification in pare,

but take them as juftified, believers and
in Chrift they are righteous, holy, jult :
the fin which they {lip into is not laid
to their charge, but is doneaway for
Chrifts fake in whom they believe,
whoferighteonfhefle is their righteoul®

Phil.3.12.

See Rom.
7, &,

U Ci;rf .

neffe, and their fin, Chrifls fin; His by :

: : p o a7 flus fuit
imputation, who ismoft jult and inno= 4,c20r |
zent of himfelf, yet was the curfe and jrg s ju2)

Ia whom

. dunifkgpent impofed upon Chrift, to fumss,
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whome fin was imputed, that all be-
lievers may be reputed before God, by
vertue of Chrifts righteoufnefle, holy
and perfe&t as righteoninefle jc felfe.
Thus you {ce how fouls may be faid to
be finners ; take them as in themfelves
and in the flefh, foiinners; take them as
reconcil’d to Ged, as having Chrilts
righteonincife imputed to them, and
beheld of God in that, fo without fin,
without guile, no finners, but holy
pure, undefiled, beloved of God, dlefled
Saints,

3. They are precious fouls,precious
in thisfilthy, ungodly, finful, wicked
world, that from grace coming in ak
in wayes of grace and holines without,
thac let the inhabitants of the world be
wicked, follow their Prince the Devil,
yet they wil walke in holines, follow-
ing the Lord Jefus Chrift the Prince of
peace, and King of righteoufnefle. God
in all ages hath fome o witnefle to his
glorious truths, fo in thisage; fome
thar are taugh t of the Spirit, led of the
Spirit, that mindc the things of the
gpirit, that hLave the Sprric of God
%welling in them, and by the power of
that Spicit in- dwelling doe mortifie the

deeds
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deeds of the body,and are raifed up, and
quickned by theSpiric of God within,to
walkein righteoufnefs & tcrue holines,
to ferve God and ownrhis caufe, though
‘the world with them that dwel therein
oppofesthey are excellent {ouls chat ap-~
pear for God in bad times, in the wort!
of times, yea when ’tis not alone a
hazarding their namesto difgrace and
fhame, but their bodies to be tornein
pieces, to be burntito afhes.  You that,
are acquainted with f{cripturé and hi-
ftory may fee every age, every yearc
bring forth fome fuch gallane fpirits,
that were ready to lay down theic lives
‘to undergoe any cruel, vile, fhameful
‘death for the name of Chrilt, and the
teftimony of Jelus.

4. They ave precious, for they that

~ave faithful and chofen, thagare fuch

as Chrift is, continue good, let all
the world be bad. A precious foule is an
excellent Theopbilus, and wil appeare {0,
let others be neverf{obad, let them be
enemies to God, fighters againtt God.
Times arve bad now,and like fora while
o be worfe,yet there are pretious Chri-
flans : fo fome there wilbe as long as
the world concinues thac thal {hine out
Iz as

i

¥
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as lights in the world, that wil be
without rebuke in the mid(t ofa crook=
ed and perver(s nation, thacwil run
right on towards glory, let whofe wil
run crofle, that wil keep their gar-
ments white, though others be {foyl*d,
1 commend fuch to you fouls, for pre~
cious Chriftians, for precious Saints,
that abftaine fromall appearance of e~
vil,that in hearc and foul and life, clear
to and follow after what is'good.

Love thofc precious fouls that
Chrift ‘efteemes precious, nay that
Chrift harh made précious, thatare be-
fore God precious, that are the dearely
balov’d of his foul, that are honourable
ones, that are borne of the wil of God,
that are attended on by Angels, that are
for a fhore time plac’d in the world
and {hal ere long be received into glory;
Jet your delight be plac’d on thofe ex-
cellent ones, letyour eyesbe on them
thit Gods cyes are on, your heart to~
wards thofe thatGods heart is towards:
good children are apt to refpe&t thole
they fce their parents love; if younbe
trae children, rightly defcended of the
Royal line of heaven, you wil eye the
outgoings of your fathersiove, aug as
AT ees
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Beesfectle where the Queen fectles, (o
wil you where God; upon what family
or foul the Lord hangs his love, you wil
hang yourss where God delights to be,
you wit delight to beall fo. Confider1
pray who you love, what {ort of peo-
ple it is you mott affedt, whether itbe
carnal, worldly,unregenerate men, or
holy heavenly, regenerate Saints.

Doyou now defire to know Godsjew- ¢fz 4
‘els, tobe able to difcern of thefe precis
ous ones,to fay fuch are Gods children,
fuch are the friends of Chrift, like
Chriftt you muft have the life, fpirit,
wildome, knowledge of Chrilt, you
muft be taught of God, to know who
are Gods, like God. Pan! perfecuted the
precious Saints of Chrift, and was a
deadly foe and enemy to them, til {fuch
time as he was endued with wifdome
from on high, til God fhone upon him,
ea into him; and then knowing Saints
ie affociated himfelf with them, and
ras no longer hurtful bac helpful.
Many a foul is a fore and grievous ene-
1y to the people of God; I am per-
waded much of their enmity arifeth
rom this, becaufe they know not
aints, they are ignorant whatglori-
I4 ous
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oys ones they are, in whata high efteen
they are withGod, how God wil pu-
nifh them that wrong them. Ignorance
of Saints makes them {lighted, reviled,
defam’d, accounted as the' filth of the
world, and the off-fcouring of all
things.Tis want of knowing the worth
of a Jewel that makes it nat prized; fo

of a Saint, that is a member of Chrifty

a child of God. The God of wifdome
give you wildome to know fuch that
are holy, that arc Princes of the bloud-
Royal of heaven, and to give them fuch

re(pe& that is due, and reverence as be-

longsto them. This none can do bug
fuch ag have the fpirit, this you wildo
if the Lord give out the fpiric of truth

to gnide you in all truth: if heavenly

light fhine into you, that light (hining
in, wil difcover and manifeft to you the
children of light, and whofoever you
can find walking heaven-ward, youwil
be glad of their company. Ignorance

bad a hand in killing Chrift, and i¢

hath fome hand in all the wrong is
done to Saints; the Lord freeyouall
fromit, leaft ye fhould throughigno-
rance harme the darlings of God, and
bring (wift damnation on your fclvcéii

|
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(od hath grievous threatningg in Scri-
pture againft Saint-wrongers, and there
are recorded fome heavy punilhments
that have been inflid on them that
harme the righteous; God keep you
from thefin, and {o from the futtering.
I might ad how hencficial ’cis for you
to know who are Saints,and how much
for your fouls advantage to be acquain-
ted with them, but T omit ic.

" Happy are you that are of the number
of. thefe jewels of God, of thefe preci-
out ones. I do not know what your
condition is in refpe&t of ourward
things, and creature- enjoyments; bac 1
can fafely fay you are a happy people, if
prectous, iffuch as Chrift, youfhal all
be laid upin glory fhortly. God wil
not lofe one of his jewels for a world:
Heaven and earth fhal peri(h, but ng
Saint, never a precious foul, not a
jewel that belongs to the crown Royal
of glory. Theferare fouls, thefe fouls
to whom Angels do fervice, that ave
carried in the armes, in the bofome, in
the heart of God,that arefingular fouls,
chofen out from among thoufands by
royal favour, fach in whom the eye of
God can fee nothing amifle, no dcfe&,

no
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no ex ceffe, no prefence of {inne, no ab-
{rnce of grace, Oh precious fouls!?
Thele (hal be preferv’d,Chrift hath been
at much coit about fuch foals, at more
coft then about any thing, at more coft
then about all the world befides ; he
made the world and loft never a drop of
bloud, it caul*d him never a groane, but
to make fouls{ {uch as theyought to be)
holy ;5 ircolt him many afad fuffering,
he fpent his heart bloud in the work ;
he took a great deal of paines to perfett
them, happy you that are the work-
manthip of Chrift, his workmanthip as
a Redeemer; that have your fouls fa-
fhioned by him tobe like himfelf, but
are made new creatures, holy fouls,
bleffed Saints.

6. Chriftians, you that heare me,
confider part of your duty asChriftians,
as men of God,as Saints; you fhould
labour fora Spirit of difcerning, tobe
able tojudge between men and men, ¢
know the holy and profane afunder
to know a Saint and a Devil, a graci-
ous foule and acarnal wretch, a jewe
from a common ftone,a true Diamon
from a counterfeit. ®od laid this as

Jer.15.19. neceflary thing to beated by Feremiab
t

¥
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to knoW, yea to feparate the precious
and the vile afunder; the not doing,
this was charg’d as a {in upon the
Priefts in Ezekiel. Her Priefts have vio-
lated my law, and have profaned mine
holy things 5 they haveput no differ-
ence between the loly and profane,
neither have they (hewed difference be-
tween the unclean and theclean 3 this
may be laid at the doores of the mini-
fters of the Gofpel alfo, that put no dif-
ference between, fheep and goats, lambs
and wolves,Saints and {inners; are they
parifhioners , ler them be drunkards,
{wearers, gameflers, whoremafters, all
are admitted to the Sacrament, never
confidering whether the word warrants
it and whether within the lift of Chrit:
’tis enough their houfes ftand, within
{fuch abundary of ground. Looketoit
you that muft give account to God,take
heed what you doe,how you calt Pearls
before {wine, give the childrenskread to
dogs, admit them to your Mafters table
that are not of his family 5 it concerns
you much all of you thar are Godly to
kr.ow men rightly,that {o yon may not
affociate your felves with the enemies
of God, but with the Saints of God,not

joyne

Ezek. 22,

26\]
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joyne your felves with the affembly of
mockers,but with fuch that praife God;
‘not go in company with fuch that are
Traicors to the heavenly King,but with
his obedient (ubjefts; not frequent the
fociety of enemies of truth, but with
the friends of truth; skil is required
in all worke, efpecially in Gofpel
work. *Tis needful for men to know
the miftery of their trade, to know
what ware is good, what bad ; fo isic
needful to b2 fuch experienc’dChriftians
as to know what is for the good of
our fouls,what for their hart, to know
their friends and faes afunder.We firive
to know good money and bad afu nder,
atrue jewel from a counterfeit, gold
from drofle ; why then (hould we not
fteive to know precious fouls from fin-
ful wretches, lillies from thornes,
hearbs from weeds; Chriftians *tis your
duty tolooke to what may tend to the
welfare of your fouls; let it appeare in
this that you arc careful by having n
fellow(hip with the workers of ini
qiity, but as much as may be with th
precious fons of Ziow, with fuch tha
are precious Saints. I might fpeak
more of this Ufe, {hewing how ya
ought to labour for a fpirit able co dif’
cerl
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cetn between tares and wheat, betweeii
the children of Chriit and the children
of Satan, between them that feare God,
and them thac feare him not ; andall
this,
G‘o'd(,:l
_ (Good men,
In refpet of Wicked men,
(-Your {elves.

~ God guide you into all knowledge
by that fpirit chat fearcheth all things,
and is able to reveale all things.

I have now but one Doftrine more
to prefent to you, and I have finithed
what I {hal ac this time fpeak from the
Text in hand, it is this,

Let the places and times be never (b Dogl.
bad, yet they that are Chrills are like
Chrift ; wherefoevere truly gracious,
Saints (hal come, what times foever
they may meet withal, whatfoever fhal
befal them , yet they loofe not their
verte, they are Saines Gill. take «
jewel, weare itupon your finger or in
yonr bofome, ’tis a‘jewel, lay itup in
a box it remaines a jewel, lec it lje
&is ajewel, nayif it (hould

in the du ;
be caft oulgd the dunghil it would be z
jewel
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ewel there, thogh tovered with ne-
is ver {o much filth; So may I fay ofa
whereinChriftian,ablefledSaint,one that
the Image of Chrift: A litcle tablet
Chrift is drawn, if itbe fer on high,
‘tisd Safnt there, ifimprifond a Saint,
if caft out as the offcouring of al things,
Non abii- "tisas vertuous then as at any time, ’cis
cit ami-  the (amefor vertue,for worth, for excel
aum. lency when tis abal’d,as when it was cxt~
alted, it loofeth nothing by evill cimes,
| by fufierings or difgraces, orany thin
Bon, e befalls it Glod wil be gold in che fire,
gf:;fﬁ’" in drofle, amongft counters, Panlis
ads 14, Paulwhen atLyfirathey wounld have ho-
noured him as one of their Gods ; he is
the fame when in prifon,thefsme in his
bands and fetters.as when freeand at
libertic, the fame before the Magiftrates
as with mean men; in cvery place gra-
cious and ftriving to magnitie the Lord.
Danicl is as holy, ac cxcellent in the
court as in the Lionsden, andin the
Lions den, as in the court, Mordecay
is not altered within, thongh his habit
be changed without; hehad the fame
grace within when he walkeda foot
and was cloth’d in fackcloth a5 when

he rode upon the Kings hor‘klmh’d
wish
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with Royall apparell, andthe Crown
Royall on hishead, and had his enemy
that wicked Haman his herauld, The
three children were the fame in the
furnace as when they were over the

.affaives of Babslon :  Msfes in the court,
and Fetbros jtheapheard ;: when he was

reverenc’d as Pharaobs Grandchild, and
when he was Jethros fonne in law, was

faithful, though inwardly chang’d,

yet not aptwardly 3 he wasthe fame
Saintin the ticld and in the court. The
time would faile me to bring ouc what

‘might be thewne unto you from the

word of truth in che Scriptures, and
alfo from many unqueftionable Hifto-
ries, concerning fouls that have mani-
fefted cheir fincerity in all conditions,
both in exaltation and in abafement, in
honour and difhonour, in good report
and bad report, when they have flour-
ifhed in the world, arnd when they have
been at the place of execution, fire and
faggat hath not difmaied them, the fire
hath confumed the droffe, the flefhs
not the pure part,the foul: Chrift was

- Chrift incthem, both inlife and death,

There arc fome trees are gréene all the
year, in fummer and winter,in heat and
cold
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B @ cold in froft and ihow,{o fome fouls al-
o f::! waics like Chrilt. Let the times be what
guady  they wil, lectheface of the world alter
sempefia.  yetthey change not, let the world be
tes, in turned upfide dowtt yet thiey ffand upon
¢ cendia their legs, they aré right lec all che
f?%;';z world be wrong, they like Noabs arke
raffes plg- float upon the waters lec all be under
netarum  wWater Let there be troubles below in
confignra- the world, here on earth, they care
yonts, ¢ not: Letthere be terrible apparations
Tk above and ftarry meflingers portends
um colef- HELRE i3 y S+s po 05
tium ob- @d events, they are not afraid of fuch
fourati-  evil tidings, they have a relling place
onesy quia jn Chrift, Chrift is to them for fafty,
{:’{ﬁi ’;n o for prefervation, every wagra defence
wectiy  and a comforter; they change not, they
Chrifto in alter not. Let the (hip uirne which way
vecum . it Wil che needle of the conipafse wil
f;‘;;:::}hzfi. ftand North, let the world turhe about
vunt,  hever fo much they ftand direttly ro-
Non  qb- wards Chrift, and look heaven-ward @
frabiter. When other trees are without leaves and
blanditiis fruit they have baoth; when others;
{:’}‘:}j’; e coole, they continue hot; when others
fiuavio rem SParkes goe out, their light (hines.
vocem.  When the hypocrifie of others to their
Corifi.  fbame is manifefted, and they periln:
Thefincerity of the Saints appears, ;ﬂd
thiey
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they flourifh. Chrifts people have a
marke by which they are known, le¢
them be never fo much difgaitd, and
mif-panvd by the world, Chriff was
God when the world abu’d him,chough
the world knew it not 5 Saints are like
Chrift, though under great {ufferings,
As be isy fo are they in rbl;': world.

Chrift is unchangable, 1o are Saints <
Chrift is the fame %o day and foreveri el
fo ape Saints, {o far as Saints, enjoying
Chrilt. Theie Iight, life, holineffe, &c,
in refpet of Chrift the root continues,
other mens light (hal go out, but the
light of Saints fhal nevergo out, it
fhal thine more and more unto the per-
feft day. The light in them is everlaft-
ing, ’tis Chrift in them, they fhal ever
live, becaufe Chrift their life (hallive
for ever in them. Nothing isable to
deprive them of Chrift, and therefore
not of life ; Chrift is in chriftians, Sin,
law, wicked men, Revils, all the prin-
cipalities, powers of darknefle, fpiritual
wickednefics thatare in high places can-~
not pluck him out, nor deftroy the ha-
bitation of Chrift. Now Chrift makes
his dwelling like himfclf, cvery foul is

holy like Chrift,in whom Chrift dwels.
K Ler
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Let it be whereloever Chirift plealeth, ic
wil be holy, holy in profperity, holy
in adverlity, holy in a Paluce, holy in
a Prifon, holy every where, take ic‘ac-
cording to the {pirit, and as it hath
Chrift within.
Becaufe they that are Chrifts have
“another felf in them, their old felfis
done away, they have anew felf, a fpi-
ritual felf, chac is God himfelfin Jefus
Chrift: thercis adifcoviry and remo-
ving of the rottennefle of old felf, and
another felf is tendred, yea reveal’d,
given in to fouls, whichis God him-
felf, and he is-the Saints righteoufnefle,
they are pofle(s'd of God,and have God
dwclling in them. Now I prayis not
God the fame in all places? and wil not
Godwho is thelife and righteonfnefle
of Saints make them appear the fame,
Ict them live in trimes and places that
. are never folfubjelt to change? This is
that which is worthy admiration, that
God thonld become the life and righte--
oufnefle of fuch creatures as men are ;
and men by this means thould be fuch
excellent creatures, thac their excellen-
¢y cannot be done away.
Feafs 3. Becaufe times of uffering, times of
gribu-

Real. 2
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tribulations, times of perfecutions are Rey, 7,14
to them but as purging times, clenling
times, wafhing times. The body may be
purg’d,yet continue a body ftil,the man
may have an il humoir remov’d,yet re-
mainea mari., A houfe may beclens'd
yet be a houfé, clothes may be walh'd,
the filch taken away, and the clothes bé
clothes ; gold may be caftinto thefire,
the'droffe confum’d;yet the gold be ne-
ver the worle, {0 Saints may be Saints, ,
and like Chrift, though they fuffer ma- J0F,
ny tribilacions. Chrilt in troubles ap= ‘i fdem,
prares tothem, and from that appear= tentatios
ance that they have of him, they appear
kis.Saints glory is hidden,ic this follows
not thac therefore they have no glory.

We muft not fay, there is no Sunne be-
caufe the clouds hide it from our fight.
They that have Chrift have glory, and
they doe and fhal appeare glorious.
Clouds, viz. afflitions, perfecutions,
and tribulacions fhal fly away,and then
fhal their glory more clearly appear.
Now there is much of Chriltappears in
Saints in a low tondition in tlic world,
ds longfuffering, parience, ftrengch to
tindergo trials and the like. Tinies may
# lixtle change fomewhat of the butlide

K2 of
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of a Saint, but it cannot takeaway the
fubftance of a Saint.

Let what hath been faid be ground
for reproof to fuch thac are apt to
blame times and places for making
them bad, &c. O fay they we had not
b:en fo bad, we had not run into this
evil, nor into that, had we not livd
in fuch a wicked place, had we not been
acquainted with fuch vile company, it
was fuch and fuch that were the occafi-
ons of our running into that bad courfe
of life, of our taking fuch headlong
waies, and leaping into fuch a gulfe of
milchicf. We will not much queftion
fuch complaints,whether jult or unjuft.
1 confefle ’is dangeraus living in bad
places, and in being familiar wich
naughty people, much mifchief may
they occalion to fouls, yet it makes not.
people blamelefle to 11y the fault vpon
thetimes or places they havetodoin
this frees not from Gods difplealure
Adam laid the blame on his Wife, fhee
on the Serpent, yet this frced neithe
trom fuffering. A Thief that hath flole
may plead bis poverty, and fay he wa
in need, yet may he be punifhed an
tuffer whas by law is to be infliGed ug

on
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on one guilty of fuch acrime: Soan
unclean perfon may {ay,had hz not been
guilty of folly had he notbeen entic'd
and follicited. We might fpeak in infi
nitim in this cale, and after this man-
ner, and yet wil not the offendor be
found innocent . It were morejuft for
faulty perfons to lay the blame on
their own corruptions, and evil hearts;
for times and places would not make
them bad, were not they bad. Fofeph
had a faire bait caft before him, yet not
taken, Much grace may preferve men
from evil in the worft times and places.
Caft gold into mud, yet wil it keepics
colour and worth ; fo ajewel in a coal-
heap, yet wil it retain its vertue. A
Saint wil be a Saint let him be amongt
Devils, Gods people onght to keepa
daily watch over themfelves, efpecially
when in bad company, and as much as
poflibly they may refraine from their
(ofciety, becaufe many a good {oul hath
been fpotted amongft fuch. 1 need not
bid wife men beware of houfes infeted
with the plague, nor good men of fine
ful places,they know as the one is dan-
gerous to the body, fo the other to the
foul, Remembey, it acquits notfinners to

K 3 fay
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{ay that 4dam finn’d, and had not he
fallen they had not been thus tainted,
nor {o prone to evil ; grace is offerd by,
Chrift, and they that wil be {av’d, muft
by faith lay hold on his righteoufnefle;
itnot, they wil be inexcufable atcthe
fattday, and perith Ecernally.

1. ’Tis not enough for men to(ay
that they are flefh, and that che fleth
lufteth, & draweth o evil,and over ma-
fters them. Now wil that which the De-
vil prompteth into men ( help them
when they muft giveup their accompt
to (God ) that “tis with them as with
Pauly it is no more we thac do it, but
{1 that dwelleth in us,or as it fel out o
David or Lat, &c? firlt co Anfwer tha
of Paul, confider who he was, and o
what finnes he fpake, Paul was aholy
and a Godly man, a chofen véflel o
God, can you fay you arefo ? can yor
(ay Chrift is reveald in you?thaty o
¢ncounter all temprations to the ue
~moft of your fpiritual abilities ? befide
118 fhameful to bring fucha fpeech fron

. Scriptare to patronize a courfe of wick
. kdnes, which is us’d by the Apoltle con
¢exning {ome fecret and privie infirmi
ties. Do not deceive your felves; God. i

‘ ‘ nc
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not mocked. Take heed of ufing Scri-
pture as a flumbling-block, and fet not
that which was left for the good of
Saints haften your damnation.

2. As to thefins of David and Loet, 1
fhal not fpeake much now, you may by
them {ee how apt the beft are to fal,and
fo to take heed : do notany of you caft
your {elves into the Sea, becaufe Fonab
was notdrown’d. By them may com~
fortbe fpoken to Saints, it God fhould
let them be {o farre fool’d by Satan as
to fal into fuch faults. Much more
might be faid as concerning them,but
1 forbeare 5 the Lord inmercy hold up
our goings that our footiteps {lip
not,

2. "Tis not fafe turning our iniqui-
ties to the times, and to the places
where we live, and the wickedne(fe of
men with whom we converfc, this wil
not make a paffage to glory. The worfe
the times and places are,the more care=
ful ought we tobe;the more cheats are
abroad, the more fhould we look to our
purfes. Ifthe aire be generally infefked,
had we not need to be fo much themore
thisful of ufing prefervatives ? But of
care already. '

K 4 2, Theré
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3. There are fome that accufe their cal
lings for what they do amifs:they canno
reade and pray becaufe of their callingg
and their callings make them break
the Sabbath. Pray lay not the blame up-
on whar deferves it not, your callings,
if honelt, were never ordain’d for you
foules hurt, but for their good: fuch
chat complaine of their callings, ye
can find time from their callings to ea
and drink and {leep, vific friends, and
follow recreations and the like, that
concernes their bodics,

4. Some accule cheir poverty,faying,
we have not time to ferve God 3 all we
candois to provide for our faniilics,
know this to be Godly helps towards
thy family provifion: So they cannot
fhew them(elves charitable chey have
not wherewithal. Can you not remem-
ber the widdows two mites, & how ac-
cepted ?  Belides thefe, fome lay the
faultes upon their occafions, upon the
objelts they meet withal, upon Satan,
upon fortune; any where rathe: then
on them{elves to be humbled 5 Let this
reprove you 5 fin no more, lealk God
confume you ; for were yon govbd, no=
thisg fhould draw you to wickednes;
Yol
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you would fay to all temptations, how
{hquid I do this or thatand finagainft
- myGod? “ ,
' Would you know Chrifts peoplerthey U2
are fuch that in bad timesare good,that
owne truth when they muft fuffer for
irythat are willing to dieclafping truth
# in their Armes,or rather they clalp’d in
| troths Armes; that let multitudes meet
M them going to hcl, they wil chorow the
. throngto heaven ; let wind and tide be
i againft chem, they wil forwards 5 that
gg’ are difmaid with no frownes, nor
" daunted with no {ufferings. Thatare
no milkfops of fearefulnes, but Cham- oporter
jons of courage, that wilnotdefert aut ma-
Chrifts caufe, but manfully fight the nemé
goud fight of faith, yeadic in the battel 7)) 7%
r ather thenyield; for {o it becomes true y,,
Chriftians, to conquer or diey to g0 Laceda:
thirough in what they have a warrant mouit foc
from Chrift to undertake, orelfe for 700 F <
Chrifts fake and canfe to lay down their 5"
lives. "Tisreported of the Lacedemonians, au: it
that when they went to wage war, and resredi.
joyn’d battel wich any, they did it with 7e#t do-
this refolution, that  they would go7/e "
home congquerours, or die conquer’d. r,;m},;‘j ‘-
All true,and gallane-fpirited Chrifitans rem,
are
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are of (uch afpiricin whatfoever they
uadertake forChrilt,being cal’d to ic by
Chrift,they know theve is no flying away
withiout everlafting fhame. To defert
Churifts caule, is an endangering of the
foul to be delerte d of Chrilt. Befides to
fly from Chrift is to go from him that
hath al fafecy,from him that is trength,
from him thac the P{almift fpeaks high-
ly of,yet notas he deferves 5 the words
are thefe, My goodnes,and my fortrefs,
my high tower, and my deliverer, my
fliield, and he in whom leruft. Here
are expreflions holding out Chrift,ac~
cording to whac the foul could, anias
we are capable of hearing , and under-
ftanding.. "Tis to (hew thatGod is all
in all to Saints, he gives in comfort, he
guards and prote&s from dangers : this
is enough to make any man valiant, to
have divine power encouraging him,
divine power comforting,divine power
guarding, divine power at all times and
upon occalions to help s how can fuch
fouls be conquer’d ? *T1s impoffible;for
he thae i3 fu divinely accommodated
is ready to venture all hehath in the
caufe of Chriit. A Chriftian endued
with divine power; is ready and able
allo
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alfo to live and die with an Almighty
Saviour; Chrift to him is enough,Chrift
alone is all, he lockes ftil on Chrilt,
and obferves him, what Chrilt
fayes, hefayes; what Chrift does, he
does; lec all che world take what courfe
they pleafe, do what they wil, neglect
Chriit,go contrary to Chrift, perfecute
Chrift, yet ftil the Saint chat hath
God for his ftrengthi,God for his {hicld,
God for his inftru&er,fhrinks not,isnot
difheartned : but holds on Lisway for
truth, in defpite of al that oppofe truth,
and though never fo much flighted of
truths'foes,it cares not, ’tis {atisfaCtion
and encouragment enough to him thae,
truth defendeth, favours him. Chrift
- hath al} his affetion, and he hath from
Chrift all power to do what Chrift cals
him to, & through Chrift that firengthe
ens him hecan do all things. By the
power and ftrengh of Chrift,he is carri-
ed up on high, above {enfe, above rea-
fon, above the world : heis raifed a-
“bove feares, above {frownes, his foul like
Fehofaphats is lifted vp in the wayes of
God. Chrift puts in a holy magnani-
mity, infomuch that in Chyifts caufz
it feares neither fire nor {word, crofs

o+ 1107
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nor lofs, breaking of bones, tearing
of members, men or Devils, {o it may
be one with Chrift. In 2 word a foul
thatis trnly Chrilts, borne of him, liv-
ing to him 5 one,whom neither poverty
nor deach, nor bonds, nor any outward
Evils can terrifie. Oh! fouls you that
this day heare me, what wilyoudoin
bad daies? what in perfecuting daies? in
tfe daies that tiery trials come ? wil you
then owne truth? wil loveto Chrift
make you cleave to Chrift? (uffer for
Chrift? diefor Chriit? if itdoth, then
may it be (aid, that you are Chrills,
and that you are no changeliags 5 but
true bred fpirics, children of God in
bad places and times like Chrift: The
Lord grant that though friends faile,
riches faile, times alter, peacefhould
be remov'd, yet your faith may not
failesbut chat you may be baptiz’d wich
the baptifme wherewith Chrift was bap-
tiz’d, chough abloudy bapti{me, and
{o being like Chrilt in life and deach,
you may be like him in glory.

Were Tin a more publique place, I
might {peak a word to the Parliament,
the grear counfel of the Kingdom 5 ex~
horting them & praying them to have a

care
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care of fuch thatare godly, of fuch thas
are like Chr ft,to deal wel with chem,

to preferve them, & make provition for

them 3 for they (hal be fure ot the help

of them, whilft they fick to Chrift,

the Saints wil flick to them. We have

{een a miferable defection by abundance

of men, I will not fay ally but doube-

Ieffe moft have fallen off, becaufe they
‘were not like Chrilt, and did not cleave

to Chrift. 1 thal forbear fpecking in

this place what I might, were the audi-

tory futable ; Good men are too much

{lighted many times, and bad men over

much favoured, God hath in agrest , .,
meafure calt them out with thame, that f::;,,;m
were not friends to his precious Saints, Contenmpum
but rather to the adverfaries, 1 tralt efudis in
God wil give the Parliament a heare vo ¥rincipes.
caft their efes upon,("and have refpe&t’

of ) (uch that are thecalled, the faith-

ful and chofen of Chrift. Whofoever

deferts ths Parliament, the Saings will
never,unleffe they forfake Chrift,which

God forbid. If the Parliament (hould be

in ftraits, Saints wil go in with them, it

they (hould be oppol’d, Saints wil help

them, with body, foul, eftate; "their

purfe, prayers, ftrength fhall help s If

they
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they fhould meet with bad times the
Saints would ftand with them inthe
ftorme. Iftear, it the Parliament (hould
have the need of any hereafter, they wil
finde few clofing faichfully wich chem,
buc what are the faithfully of Chrift.
Methinks I hear a fecret mutter-
ing amonglt many, that’areready
to fay, if troubles come,the Parlizment
wil have buc few to take cheir parts, few

- that wil joyn with theny; to fuch whifx

Zachi2.3

perings L thal give aloud an{wer: if che
Parliament follow Chriit and take his
part ( as [traft they wil ) chey thal bt
fure of the Saints, all Chrifts friends,
and have they thefe, 1belceve they need
not care who is againit them, or what
oppolition they meer withal, no
though all the people of the earth be
gathered together againtt them. Let
the Parliament fet up Chrift and favour
thole are Chrifte;and then if all the Na-
tions of the world were gathered toge-
ther again(t th.m, they nced not fear;
for Chrift would help them and take
part withthem 5 and ifhe be of their
fide they need not fear what mincan
do anto them: for Chrift wil make
their enemics fall before them, Goo;

wi

1
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wil make our Parliament-worthies fuch ;i incre-
to all their encmies, as is fpoken of the dibils ar-

 Governor of Fudah, they {hal be likea dore argue

“(‘C{Fu
Benutes gme’f
debella-

hearth of fire among the wood, and
like a torch of firein a theaf. And they

.{hall devour al the people round abeut, byt ge

on the right hand and on the left. All fubjicient
that oppote chem fhall be bu asa lictle e/ potins
wood laid on fire,or ftraw put upon five ﬂ"_P’L‘“
coales , which would foon Le confu- Cz;i;'l g
med. Ged grantthe Saints may be fa- g,
voured & they thatarctruly godly be
refpeted and car’d, for by the Parlia-
ment;& then I doubt not of their flour-
ifhing, and having f{riends to {ide with
them, for they fhal have all the faith!ul;
andthey are ( through Godsblefling
many. If this come to any of thofe
worthies fights I pray God it may bea
means toadvife them, tohavea care
o f Chrifts people, and then le¢ them
be ‘fure thofc people of Chrilt wil havea
care of them ; And though they mutt
wenture all,nay die; they wil frand with
them. God grant our Parliament-wor-
thies may confid,erthat though theyhave
nott!fe  molt withthem, yet they have
the beft, though the Saints e lealt for
nomebr, yet they are the firongeft for
might,
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might, and {uch that can though but a
few, fubdue many. five(hall chafear
Lev.26.8 hundred, andan hundred {hall put ten
thoufand to flight. Great hath been the
experience that this Kingdone hath had
ofthe Saings viCtories; of thofe that
went againft their encmies, as David a-
gainft Goliab in the name of the Lord o
hoalfls. Keep clofe together Saints,kee
with the Parliament, and then T doube
Dess fa pogbue all wil be wel, for God wil
ver blefle the proceedings of good-men in
J“.f_‘;” 5‘7 a good cale; and whae becter canfe can
?:;u " be talken in hand, then what is now
in hand in England,the bringing Chrift
to hisThrone?

Let me conclude al] with a word of
confolation to {uch thattear bad times,
and that have {pirics rroubled with the
various toflings in the world, and defe-
ftions of men from truth, and other
moleltations tharare allready in the
world, and ebat they fear wil come on
to the further griet and f{uffering of
Saints. Indeed there are troubles,
the dayes are evil ; timesbad, and ’tis
likely may be worfe 5 yet be fureot
this, they thatare Chrifts people wil

continue his people, they thataregra.
cions

18am 17.
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cious there will be fome good fiill;

. in fad times, in the worlt times, fome

* that in affured hope and confidence of
- «Gods mercy in all necellities and tri~

.-

bulations, cleave to the truth 5 know-
ing that Gods power is Allmighty , his
promifes, moft. trues his mercies, infi~
nite; and that is for their {oulsever-
lafting happinefle to follow Chrift, let
what {ufferings (oever come,yea theugh
they loofe their lives. There are areni-
nant that are enlightened,and from that
enlightening they know what is beft to
be embraced, they know that what{ot-
ver of troubles come now; yet toal that
are in Chrift, thac are likeChrift, that
Tove his appearing, there will bereft,
there will be peace; there wil be bieffed-
nefle; there wil be glory. Thofe thac arc
engrafted really into Chrift, wil by ver-
tue receivd from Chrift flourifh. Bad
times make not them bad, they will be
good in any times, in any company, in
anysplace. If exalted, good 5 if abafed ;
good;if rich,good;if poor good;if in di-
frrefle, good; ifin profperity, good.
Chrift wasa precious Chrilt in every
condition, and they {rectous Saints in
every condition, I know not what
L the
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the times may be, but T know what they

that are Chrifts will be, they wilbe

like Chrift. As fome trees continue

green in every fcafon of the year, in

winter and fummer, in heat and cold:

(o fome men good in all times,they are

no changelings, they are ftedfaft, un-
moveable, alwaies abounding in the

tmmobi» Work of the Lord. Let others totter,
lesfunt theyftand s others fhake, they are un-
fuper foli- maveable; others fal; they rife, others
do funda- be jdle, they Labour ; others be againft

?Z?:}}a God, they arefor him. Confider of
Dominum, this ] pray,and let ic cheer up your (pi-

inipfum rits. I know you areapt to fay times
fincera  are {o bad you know not whom to truft
' fe“;eﬁf';?;'d ‘al ready,men are fo deceitful & wicked
vecumbey- and if they fhould be worfe you know
tes, ,Not whattodo, nor what wil become
ofyou. Chrift comforc you and en
courage you, and let whae wil happen
in theworld, and let whofe wil defert
you ; if he never leave you nor forfake
you, youwil dowcll enough, you wil
be broughe atthe laft to glory. You
fmay receive comfort in hopes of meee-
ing with fome friendly fonls, fome
Saints in the moft naughty times; but

0 fuppofe you be Ieft along, and there be
none
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none to be found, yet in this be glad,
in this rejoyce, in this be comtorted,
that you (hall find Chrift, and he will
be to you infteed®f friends, and helps
ers, and companions, he wil beall to
you.The Lord grant that none of you be
ditheartned, nor fal backe, nor afhanvd
of the Gofpel of the Lord, but that you
may beare witnefle to the teltimony of

_gc(us ; and of this be confident your la«

our wil notbe invaine, norany fuf~
fering unrewarded that is undergone

for Chrift and his truth, Chriftian

friends, what{oever may make for your
comfort I pray God give it you, letit
be peace within,good company without,
the benefic of ordinances, any mercy,
that fo you may be Chrifts, and con-
tinue like Chrift,let places, times, men,
the world with whae is therein be ne-
ver {0 bad.

FINIS.



